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Would willing 

meet ſo much 7: b 
rity and Ingenwity 
from thee, to be bes. 
F lieved,while I pro- 
F A F a I propound to my felf 
Weſe two Defrgns in P ubloſbins 
theſe Papers : F irft, That ( ij 
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To the Reader. 
the former part of my Diſ 
courſe )I might contribute ſome pI 
thing towards the reſtoring th: 
loft Principles and PraGtices of 
Chriſtian Righteouſneſs ; OM, 
free the Notion of it from ſud. 
Prejudices and Miſpriſzons Wl. 
which ſome mens DoSrines,and 
manner of Preaching the Goſpel 
hawe brought #pon 2t. And that] i 
the Scandalous Difſtinion} 4 
(which the world hawe bad to} 
Juſt a temptation to make, ty} 
the obſervation of ſome Profeſ-| C 
ſors \ASGions) between Godli-M. 
neſs and Civil: Honeſty, Piety, 
and Obedience, might” for every 
be removed and forgotten; and? 
that all perſons deftaning to be 


Rel:- 4 | 


| 
0 
2 
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| Tothe Reader. 
/  elipious, and that do not fully 
. nderftand their indiſpenſable 
b, bligation to the performance of 
" 2; part of that 7 #ſtice in or= 
er to their Salvation, might be 
; delivered from the Ignorance of 
0 conſiderable a part of Chriſti- 
mity, and their Duty to God. 
or it is too notorious, that ma= 
yy earneſt Pretenders to Rel/yi- 
Jon, (by being ſo eſpecially and 
Feontinually called upon by their 
eachers , to be righteous by the 
FPerſon, and not the Religion of 
JCbrift, by the effeis of his Me- 
Brits, and not as neceſſarily by 
J obedience to bis Precepts ) ever 


E while they preſumzd to engroſs 


J th: Vulgars belief of being 1he 
i AJ oy 


To the Reader. 
only men that are Godly and hy 
neſt ; bave in contradiCtion t 
the very deſign of Chriſtianity 
+ to the ſhame of it, been groſſ 
Unrighteous before God ani 
man, by being ſo to their Superi/ 
ors ( both civil and Eccleſus 
flick) as to Diſiributive Tu 
flice, nor ſo careful to. free then& 
ſelves from the amputation oft 
being unjuſt in their dealings Y t 


IranſaGtions,as toCommutative. L 


And though I bawve caſt my Diſ-'Þ ( 
q 
| 


c 
i 


courſe of Chriſtian Juſtice in- \ 
to the Mould of a Sermon, occa-*| 
fionally preach'd , to repreſent ent | 
the Danger of Un juſt peg ; 8 
yet if any man, being convinced 
of the weceſſy zty of doing wy 


ps teoul- | 


To the Reader. 


teouſneſs, that he may be 

Righteous , (t Fobn 2. 7.) 
ball reſolve to engage himſelf 

n that excellent part of his Obe- 
tience to God ; I bope T have ſo 
carefully drawn the ſeveral 
Lines of Evangelical Juſtice, 
that be may be ſufficiently inſiru- 
Ged in that part of Chriſtiani- 
ty, which may be accounted the 
Univerſal Religion of the 
World ; that is, as extenſtve as 
{Gods Lowe to Mankind ' or 
7 Chriſt's Death for it, and by 
7 which men of every Nation, eq1-» 
7 among then that av» «uvincibly 
7 igno-nr of Chriſtianity, and 
& ſo not criminally Unbelievers, 
J Cif Charity may be allowed to 
j ſpear 


To the Reader. 

ſpeak ber Senſe ) may be accept. 
ed for Chriſt's ſake: hat ns, 
ſuch as tear Go? and do righ- 
ceoulneſs) or Fuſtice (for they 

are of the ſame ſignification )} 
Ads 10. 35. according to the 
light God hath given them «f| 
their Obligation to it. 

| The next Deſign (in the In:-| 
ter Part of my Diſcourſe ) is to| 
repreſent the Danger and Inji- 1 
ſtice of Partial and Shuffling Þ: 
Conformity, and: to meaſure Mo! 
the Dimenſions of thoſe many © 
wrongs that have been done ta | 
the Church of England by it, in 
all ber concerns : and ihe in ® 
order to the finding out the beſt 5 7 
Expedzents,bow to redreſs them 
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And this I bawe done withanh 
the leaſt uncharitable refleGion 
por any Man or Parties of men, 
aleſ. S To reprove their miſcar- 
riages, which do ſo neerly . in- 
trench upon the very Deſagn'of 
hriſtianity and the Churches 
Peace, may be ſo interpreted. 
ind I find upon the moſt ſerious 
2xamination of the Afﬀairs of 


be Church ſwnce the Reforma- 


b $70 and the moſt unpaſſronate 
k obſervation of things 'which 


awe been ſeen done in our time 
(to which a great part of this 


| it C../ ent Age can give teſtimony ) 
: 2 bat Miniſters Puricanizing 71 


*heir Congregations in com- 


, 0 with ſome Forreign 
Chur- 
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 TotheReader. | 
Churches of different Models, x þ 
Perſwaſions and Praflices at, 
gainſt all their Obligations to du 
the contrary, ( with conf:dera-\C 
tion bad to our many ſis for® 
which God hath laid thoſe hea-\ 
wy Puniſbments upon us ) to be) 
the Original cauſe of the preat! 
Ewils that befel the Church of /'® 
England in the days of her Late 
calamity, of the many preſent 
Diſcomforts that are now upon 
it, and the threatning dangers 
that are before it. For theſe $10 
men ſo managed their buſineſs i th 
in their Churches, that the com 
mon People (many of which had'® 
honeſt minds, and upright dei 


gue of being good) are inſenfib), 
hirayed | 


; 0 
+5 
ve 


= To:theReader. 
© betrayed gnto ſuch a diſlike of 
© tbe Government, Service, axd 
Yuniverſal Conſtitutions of the 
3 Church, . that they were prepa- 
red upon the leaſt check of Au. 
Sthority to require Conformity. 
From them, to make it the Cauſe 
Yof God, and an eminent A& 
Hof Zeal for him, to deny all 
RObedience to it, if not to endea- 
Rwoonur the univerſal overthrow 
"Rof all its Peace and Order, So 
Rthat T am not ſo uncharitable as 
10 think, that all the People 
that were Enemies to the 
{Church of England, bated zt 
W becauſe it was good and innocent, 
& but becauſe( through theſe mens 
'# either defign'd proje& of keeping 
JF ther 


To the Reader. 
them il Ignorance; or through 
their own Tnability to 'inſtiru& 


them better ) they underſtood it | 


not ; and being once prejudic'd 


with an ill Opinion, and preſu- | 
med not 'to be Maſters -f ſo 
much Reaſon as to be able to ex- | 
tricate themſelves from thei | 


Miſtaker, and not likely to en- 


tertain an inſirucion from them, | 
whom they were taught to ſuſ- 
pet and oppoſe, its no wonder 
if they became ſuch zealous 2» | 
implacable Enemies to a Church ® 
of the moſt Catholick and Pris | 
mitive Gonſtitution in the | 
World. Now thegrand Argu- | 
ment which they put into the i 
Feo- ® 


Tothe Reader. 
Peoples Heads, to perpetuate 
their enmity againſtthe Church 
of England, 5s, That the pre- 
ſent Conſtitution 35.4 Diſpoſe 
tion to Popery, and that the en- 
creaſe of it 1s to be imputed 
thereunto, when themſelves. are 
only guilty: of it-: . For thorgh 
the Deſigns of the FaGious 
7 the Romaniſts are as diftant as 
i the two Poles, yet in this they 
3 Centrez:that they aid one ano- 
> ther inthe holdne/s of their Se- 
Y parations,, and allow g'plauſible 
; remptatiop. to ſach.*( who CON- 
@ ſult nothing but | the: Tntereſt 
T of an munſectre and palliated 
Z Peace, . or. rather. to' prevent 
= + Nv. 1 JOore 


Tothe Reader. 
ſome little trouble of preſer ing 
the Church #n 1ts. Integrity ) FP! 
endeavour di univerſal olerati- 
on of all Perſwaſions;to the eſta-\ 
bliſhed Churches zafallible fall 
and ruine. But conceyning this 
and all other wrongs done by} 
them to - the Church, the) 
"Reader is refer-red'to the Diſ-| 
courſe it ſelf. © 'Þ 
' Now if by Gol Me ing In 
may in any meaſure” attain both 
my Deſegns ;, If by the firſt 1) I 
may fully inſtru& Sons 10 live 
(Omatas ) Tuſtly, Onepart of E-, 3 | 
vangelical \Obedjence ' in Sr. 
Paul's Divifron, (Tir. 2. 12. Js } 
And if by the ſecond T can con-7 
tribute any thing towards the % 
curt | 


ht 
For 
ea 


To the Reader. 
rare of the Church of England's / 
Wreſent Diftempers, T ſhall not 
$-:1uch conſult what Entertain- 
rent they ſhall bave among ſuch 
Ss arereſolo'd enemies to both, 
1d perbaps for that reaſon will 
We ſo to their Faithful Monitor, 


W.S 


- | The Unjuſt mans DOOM. 


Is examined by the ſeveral 
= Kinds of Chriſtian Juſtice, 
and their Obligation. 


| 1a SERMON atthe Aſſezes at 
= Bury St. Edxunds in Suff, Sept. 
13. 1668. 


(22) 
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be je Oninſ mans DOOM. 


1iCoR.6.9, 


L Pe unrighteous ſball not inhe- 


BF 74+ the Kingdom of God. 
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EY O far as the principal 
IN | Deſign of ChiiNtiantey 
og 1s univerſal Obedience, 
SIN and the far preateſt 
bY” part of that Obedience 
WMorality;{Dutics to be perform- 
#8 from Man to Man ) And the moſt 
aWc<l'cnt parts of that Morality, 
Ni B 2 45; 7 FE 


C2) 
are the Grand Tranſactions of Go 
vernment, Regular Adminiſtrati: 
ons of Common Juſtice, and Prez 
ſervation of Mutual Rights 1n al 
Societies : And fo far as the Rul: 
by which all thoſe are accompliſt 
ed, is Law, grounded upon Righ 
Reaſon, of which the iGoſpel (a 
bove all Inſtitutions that ever wer 
is highly & deſignedly perfeCtive 
fo far,l ſay, a Divine ex officio,whh 
he moves in his own Sphere, may 
( muſt ) be eſpecially ſerviceableti 
tuch Aſſemblies as theſe : For it! 
certain, that the happy event 
your Afﬀairs, {which is judiciallj 
to do all men right, that here ap 
pear for it) depends upon evely 
man's uprightly doing his Duty, 1 
the patt he acts, in this Scene 0 
Juſtice 3 from the Judge that ſen 
tenceth , to the Advocate thal 
pleads; from the Witneſs that giv: 


we We H...co S. 


p__— os 2 yp os 


| ant 


evidence, to the Jurates that de 
termine. , No 


(3) 

Now becauſe that every one of 
GoWheſe ſhould do right in his place, a 
atiWivil account (at beſt') can advance 
reſto no other obligation, but that it 
| als fit and worthy to bedone; (tog 
ulWreak-an Argument, to refilt a 
iT emptation from Profit,or Paſlion, 
o do the contrary ;)therefore they 
are to be religiouſly inſtructed; 
which makes this preſent exerciſe 
eaſonable above all Apologies and 
\nſYers for the practice of former 
times among us, when Divines fate 
pon the principal Seats of Juſtice) 
I ſay, menare to be further 1inſtru- 
Actcd,that to do Civil Right, 1s,now, 
of Diviae Obligation, and a necef! 
fary condition of every mans Salva- 
Wtion ; under Encouragements of in- 
fallible Rewards, which no man 
ſhall loſe, that brings but ( mriews 
Jl) the leaſt refreſhment or a(- 
A ſiſtance to a juſt. procedure; and 
| under the terrour of dreadful 
B 3 threats 


| # ” HC RO 
threatnings , which none ſhall « 
cape, that pervert Judgment, dy 
wrong, and ſhall any way be inſtru. 
mental to the violation of anotherz 
Right : And certainly the ſevere! 
of all of them is this in my Text; 
They ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God. | © FP 

. My Text being thus-brought to 
hand, offers theſe two Groutids of 
DUOUerAq To. -c 

I. The guilty perſons, 42, the 
rrighteous, or the unjuſt, words 
Synonimous, and fo are promiſcu- 
ouſly taken. all: over the Scrip- 
ture. 

2, Their Doom and Puniſhment, 
Shall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, PET: 

I. As to the firſt, the word 4, 

_ unrighteous, or unjuſt, is not here 
ro be taken in its larger acceptati- 
on, by which it is ſynonimous with 
«pero SInneIS 1n general, and Fj 
| names | 


oy Ben Mk AAA oa. ,_ 


(5s) : 
ames the perfons , that live in 
diſobedience to all, or any of Gods 

ommandments indefinitely, as 
Alwe is uſed, ( Rom. 2, 8:) unrigh- 
teouſneſs or unjuſtice for all un- 
godlineſs: And that becauſe,( as Cr. 
Alex. obſerves) n6mey dy every 
finfaul att is injurious, frequently 
to others , alwales to'our ſelves. 


of But 20m is here to be under- 

ſtood ſtrictly, and -fo denotes per- 
he ſons guilty of the breach of Juſtice 
dM 1o its limited and natural ſenſe , as 


it ſtands diſtinguiſhed' from other 
Virtues io the Moraliſts Scheme : 
And being brought over to be a 
t, WJ part of Chriſt's Religion, was eſta-_ 
ff Þliſhed as fuch,, when he madelove_ 
g toour Neighbour (that is, the love 
of practice, oo do all men right 
. & and good) to be of like obligation 
with Love to God, as practiſed in 
the moſt immediate Durics , ard 


| Services of* Faith and Worſhip : 
| : B 4 For 


(6 dp, ; 
For ſo faith, Chriſt (Mat. 22, 39.) 
The ſecond is.likg unto, it (that is) 
equally, and as indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbor 4s thy ſelf. Now for the 
Meaſures of that Love, and ( the 
principal deſign and excrciſe of it) 
Juſtice, he gave one general Rule, 
(ut prizmm principium:) : All thing 
whatſoever you would that men ſhould 
do unto you, do ye even ſo to them;| 
that is, Sunm cuiqs tribuere (the 
Definition of Juſtice ) to give to e-} 
very man his Right and Due. The? 
Offenders then againſt this Rule of 
Juſtice, in this ſtrict ſenſe, are the 3 
guilty perſons in my Text, as. the|l 
| words before it, (and the very oc- 


ca(ion of it) doth fully evince; | E- 


where the Apoſtle chargeth them, | 
C< Ve. ©.) that (<Ires7y x, a ToFnNeerTrt) Te F 
ao wrong and defraud, And thence | 
| Infers, that ſuch as do ſo, areun-} 
- Fighteous, or unjuſt 5 and ſb4/l} 


e. 


” 
7 


% 
not 
- feed 
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(7) 
ot: inherit the Kingdom of God, _ 

But our Chriſtian Obligation of 
doing right to: all, having an infla. 
ence upon all the converſation we 
have with men, that 1s, .almoſt all 
the ations of our Lives ; It's. ne- 
ceſlary ( that we may throughly 
findout the guilty in my Text) to 
make a ſtrict enquiry after : this 
Chriſtian Juſtice,as tt is diſtinguiſh- 
ed by its ſeveral, Objetts,. and; Re- 
lations, and by the various kinds of 
Right, we owe ane to another 3 
the breach of eyery.part of which, 
doth expoſe us, as.to. the guilt, ſo 
to the ſevere ſentence of | my 
Text. | m— 
The firſt kind of Goſpel-Juſtice, 


XJ (as it reſpects differing Relations) 


1s that which is call'd Diſtributive, 
that 1s, the reciprocal Dues and 
Rights which Chtiſtians muſt pay 
one to another, in matters of Supe- 
riority and Subjetion toit 3 from 

an 


(8) _ 
an Empire, to the little Dominion | 
ofa F amily. | 

The firſt of that kind, is, the mu-| 
tual Dutiesof Princes and Subjeds, | 
As for the Duties which Princes || 
owe to ther Subjects, or rather to} 
God for them 3 it 1s not our buſi-| 
neſs to enquire after ; And St. Panl| 
in bis Epiſtles, when he carefully 
' provided Rules for all diſtributive | 
Juſtice, makes no mention of the | 
duties*'of Princes 5 intimating, | 
that they are' accountable to | 
none but God', whoſe (at repyo) if 
Miniſters they are. We muſt not 


curſe them (fcc. 10,20.) not Alight * 


sS Tc _— a—_——. coats Clo i a tt. c__—e—t tra £vGS Gomes . 


them, ſo the Hebrew, (we detrahat Ml 
Rrgz) not diſparage them, fo the |: 
Vulgar Latin, in the moſt retired 
thoughts of our Bed-chamber, for i} 


their *micarriages 3 For which, 
( when at the greateſt) we muſt 
pretend to no other remedy , Þut | 
the Primitive Churches powerful FF 
_ Engines, 


1" 
0 


«tb 


co) 


Engines, Prayers and Tears. But | 


then the Subjects are bound in Chri- 
ſtian Juftice, to pay their Prince 
Honour, Tribute, and Obedience. . 

And thoſe that fail in any part of 
theſe duties, that is, that ſhall whifs 


per Jealouſies into the heads of the 


Multitude , to defraud them of 
their honour 3 or refuſe, or decline 
their Tribute , the price of their 
Own prote&tion ; z or dilobey their 
Laws, the'Nerves of 'all Commu- 
nion and-publick ſafety, they are 
"AO\xoty they bave wronged their 


& Princes , and are unrighteous, un-_ 


Juſt perſons , In the ſence of my 
Text, But, if their unrighteouſneſs 
in theſe caſes ſhall ferment to re- 
bellious Deſigns, (let them pretend 


2 to as much Saintſhi pg as Corah, or 


common Juſtice as 4bſolowm, or Res 
formation as both ) __ are not 
then only unjuſt to a Prince in his 


2 Perſonal Ca pacity, contrary to the 


Rules. 


(10) 
Rule of doing to all men;c. And! 
though he be a Tyrant, ad contra; 
ry to anexpreſs Precept (w/ %riwfna 
rg'romp7) not to reſiſt evil, not-allow- | 
able among private perſons: But 
as heis a publick perſon, they are! 
ouilty of a National wrong ; they 
wreſt out of Gods hand the Ordi- - 
nance (dJrarayn, Roz. 13. ) the | 
only expedient of Mercy,by which 
_ the Rights of all men are preſerved, i 
and the world kept from Confufi- | 

on; and are therefore anſwerable 
for all the Blood, Ruine, and mi- 
ſerable Conſequences of a Civil 7 
War, that is of a Princes Military '# 
defence - of * himſelf, and faithful | 
Subjects that adhere to him, 1n the 3 
day of Rebellion. So that a Re- 
bel is an unrighteous perſon, by a # 
complication of guilt and an accu- F 
mulation of wrongs. b 

But now permit not your 
thoughts, nor will 1 my Tongue, b 
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| to take application, by teflefting 
upon the unparallell'd Tragedy of 
Evils done and ſuffered, upon the 


breach of this Juſtice in our late 


Rebellion. IF I have ſaid ſo much.as 


may teach the Guilty Repentance, 


& and others that were not engaged, 
X their duty,it's enough 3 let us bury 


all the reſt in Prayers and Charity. 
But further , if the Nation be 


_ Chriſtian, there is another Autho- 


rity inveſted in a Prince, over Ec- 


| clefiaſtick Perſons, and Caſes ; 


for he 1s concerned as well in the 
( woiceſe, as the otavbrurt,) the Reli- 
gion , . as the Civil Concerns of 
his Subje&ts ( « Tim. 2. 2.) And 


there is a Due of Obedience to be 
paid him in Chriſtian Juſtice on that 


account alſo. This Power was ap- 
parently conferred by -God on the 
Kings of the Old Teſtament ; Mo- 


ſes had both the Trumpets 3 David 


ordered the Courſes of the — 
«bY an 


(12) 

and the Solemnities of the Publick} 
Service: Joaſh had the Teſtament} 

iven him in his hand, as well as* 
the Crown on his Head, (2 Chron, 
23. 11.) Hezekiah and Joſtab re- 
formed the Church by their Royal 
Authority, And as Chriſt found it 
(there being no retrenchment of } 
that power in the Goſpel) ſo hef 
left it, as his own general Laws ex- 3 
preſled and interpreted by the} 
Churches after-practice, can teſtifie # 
above all exceptions. Ex quo (faith 8 
Socrates )Impertatores fatti ſunt Chris 
ftiani, ab ipſis res Eccleſig depende- | 

bant. After that the Emperors be- 
came Chriſtian, the Churches Af- '* 
fairs depended upon them. Thus '® 
was Conſtantine T7 r7o0s Sno Os nat A 

per @- *Enioxoa@® And Leo the 4 
Third could fay Baviads & 'Iigds 5 ve. 4 
that is, they were mixt perſons, 
they were concern'd in the Govern- 
ment and ProteQtion of the m—_— M 


(13 ) 
But of this Right, hath the Roma- 
iſt, and Afſlemblies, defrauded 


heir Princes 5 the one gets away 


 |FHalf of their Crowns, the other of 


*Mheir Scepters; both robs them of 
their Authority, and of their Sub- 
. FHects full Allegiance. And thus it 
Fs with us, while we have a Profeſ- 
ſion eſtabliſht by Law, by a power 
next to God (Solo Deo minorem, 
ſaith Tertallian) and by ſuch Con- 
{titutions, as God and Man cannot 
=Z be pretended to ſtand in competi- 
' Ftion for Obedience. The Biſhop 
"Hof Aome hath a ſuperior power ac- 
Z knowledged by ſome, and the A(- 
BW ſembly by others, and both profeſs 
Za Religion in Obedience to thoſe 
' 2F Ulurpations, and in oppoſition to 
2X their Lawful Soveraign's Com- 
' FX mands and Laws : So that the King 
22 is robb'd of his Subjects, they, of 


7 their Allegiance, and the Church 


_X torn inpieces by them both, as be- 
F- >: | tween 


(14 ) 
tween two Milſtones- (as the late 
Arch-B. in his Preface to his Con: 
troverſie) This wrong 1s done ji 
either ſide, and for that reaſon they| 
are”Am, unjuſt, unrighteous per-Þ 
ſons that do it. This as to the firſt 
part of Diſtributive Juſtice, in theK 

Concerns of Princes and thetr Sub: 

. jects. 

The next kind of Diſtributive! 
Juſtice in the larger Circles of it, 
1s, the reciprocal Dues and Rights, 
Which the Governours of the) 
Church, and their Charges, are in} 
Chriſtian Juſtice obliged to pay® 
to one another. Without the mu-} 
tual performance of which a Body | 
of men can be calld no rhore# 
a Church, than a Tumult can® 
be calld an Army , or- ani 
ungovern'd- Rout, a City. Now 
as1t 1s In Civils, though the King | 
be (Supremys Jadex) Chief Judge 
in the Law, yet he HR Ju- 

ice i 


= A MS > 


'(HqH) 
Wuſtice by his commiſſion:d Juſticers 

o whom alſo an Obedience..is.due 
On that account-ſo' in Ecclefaſticks, 
e.exerciſeth his ſupreme ayrthority, 
or- the .care of the Church ,. by 
Droper Officers ( afopiofuipes ) ſet apart 
gor that. defign; whoſe Calling 
hough it be governed and prote- 
ted by Princes, is yet immediately 
rom Heaven (*«auirs Sw, 058, Heb. 
5. 4-) they are called of God to it. 
nd (mrue «9100 Hero maximus, {Ts 
©. 28.) Whom the Hoy GhoSt bath 
wade Biſhops, or Overſeers 3 and 
For that reaſon a right of Obedience 
23s due unto them on that account 
lo. 

Firſt then, the Paſtors of the 
hurch are bound in Juſtice( no ua- 
iv Tu) nxAndiay O28 ) tO feed the 
urch of God, by paſtoral Govern- 
cnt and Preaching,by Sacraments, 
2nd Offices of Diſcipline, and inſti- 

Yuting Canons, for fit Circumſtances, 
” C " that 


(16) 6-2 
"HR. 


LES: - 


that all things may be done Coping F 
9 x7! ren, ICor.1 4:40. decently, eh inf 
enki uniformity-inthe Church \4 
God.If they fail of their duties,thejs 
are "Az, unrighteous, and mſi 
anſwer deeply for the wrong the] 
have done to their Charges. 

On the other fide, their peophi 
in Chriſtian Juſtice owe them Reg 
ception, Love, Honour, and / whidy 
for the Churches fake, 1s moſt eſpe? 
cially required) Obedience. on 
them that bave the rule over you! 
(Heb. 13. 17.) AndasS. Tenatin'} 
(the belt Interpreter of the Apr'% 
{tles meaning and practice ) faith Þ 
erayrgzoy Bay ax emanbre pordiy axggani | 
an wardorw) It 1s neceſſary tha'f 
nothing be done in the Church, bu? 

in obedience to the Governors dy 
It. And this was the Senſe and uni. 
verſa] Practice of the Church, i. 
Its primitive purity, and beſt Inte ; 


- 


grity,” But if their Charges ſhy 


2 ON =o eee 


- (17) 

"JF condemn their Callings , contemn 
F cheir perſons, ſeparate from'theiv 

F Adminiſtrations, and refuſe confor- 

AE mitcy- to: their Rules:of Order, in 

the ſervice of God ; they are 4/2, 


"Yunjuſt perſons, they have defraud- 
F<d their Spiritual Rulers of theit 
"due ,-' and ( by infallible confe- 
\Wquence) -the Church of the 've 
Eſſentials of its well-being, Peace, 
and Unity ; the ends for which Spit» 
AFritual Government: .was eſpecially - 
\"Fdebgn'd: Of which Unity the 
"FChurch being. once ideprived, in 
\ Fcomes the Inundatior'of Atheiſm, 
"FProphanels, Contempt of Gods Ser- 
ice, Herefles and Factions 3 for all 
-vhich thoſe unjuſt perſons muſt an- 
"Wwe, when they happen. - And of 


' Þll this, our own woful experience 
"28s too convincing an evidence. For 


2s it is certain, that thoſe miſeries 


©Þre now upon us, ſo it is as certain, 


F#hey own their beginning to the 
= *' G2 breach 


(18) 
breach of this Chriſtian Jlicear 
commenced from the days the Dil 


ciplinarians firſt withdrew their o- # 
bedicnce from their lawful cy F 
ors, and taught the people to de- 3 ; 


ipiſe, and quarrel with them about 'Þ 


indifferent Rites. Which unduti- | bY 


fulneſs afterward, fermenting, and 
gradually increaſ? og, hath in the 
various agitations of ſeveral ages, 2 


brought upon the Church, and the # 


Paſtors thereof, all thee lofelici- @ 


ties and wrongs they now unjuſtly "7 


ſuffer: Grown too great (without "| 7 


a gracious divine Deliverance ) for |: 


hope of relief. The Church be 3 


ing in that Common-wealth's calc, * 


que nec ferre ſua poſſit vitia, nec re. Z 


media, neither able to bear 3 its miſ- | 
carriagesnor remedies. But 1 de. 
fire the ſevere Charafter of my 2? 


Text may be applied tono particu ; 


oF 


Om Yi a Ah — -t 


lar perſons alive, unleſs it be in our 7? 'F 


Prayers, to beg forgiveneſs for *! 
them, | 


7c 


7 them, as they were inſtrumental to 
Z theſe heavy puniſhments, and for 
'X our ſelves, that (for our fins) have 
2 juſtly deſerved them at the hand of 
ood, : 
"7 ThusTI have gone over the parts 
XZ of Diſtributive Juſtice, which Chri- 
*F ſtians areto act in the greater Cir- 
2 cumferences of Publick Relations ; 
© I now contract my Diſcourſe to the 
Z leſſer Circles of it, in Domeſtick 
XZ Concerns: Which though they 
® be leſs conſiderable, are not at all 
"Fleſs neceſſary. Our ſalvation de- 
2 pends upon every part of that Ju- 
7 ſtice, as much as the other : Loy- 
'Falty toa Prince, or conformity to 
'Fthe Church, . cannot make us juſt,if 
Z wedo:;wrong at home to our Wives, 
7 Children: or Servants. Now the 
Z Chriftian Juſtice of the Family.Re- 
#1ations, -are the reciprocal Dues of 
'Z Husbands and Wives, Parents and 
'7 Children, Maſters and Scrvants  , 
_  _ G3 of 
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(20) 


of which , T'beſeech \you,z:be not F# 
unconcern'd;' if ſhall give you a i 
ſhort Draught ;' that may retrive 7 


the remembrance . of - the various 


Duties, which the Apoſtles have r 
ſ{@copiouſly deſcribed, andallowed 
ſo large a Roofn for, in their Epi- 3 


ſtles. 


- As to the' firſt Relation of Hus- i 
bands and Wives : Firſt, The Hus- 3 
band in Chriſtian Juſtice owes. to 
his Wife due reſpeCt & tenderneſs; 
ſhe to him a meek Yemean, and ſub- * 
je&tion, and'both a mutual confin'd * 


love to one another. © 


"But if the'Hitisband becomes bit- # 
ter and tyrannical, the Wife cla- 'F 
motous and-imperious, and either 'F 
of them make apartments! intheir 7 
hearts from one -ahother,: toxenter- | 
taina ſtrange Love, and. take fire 
into their boſom ( as' Solomonex- 7 
preſleth it, P99. 7, ):to-torment 7 


» 


o . 5 " - 


one another with unlawful flames, 


they Z 


3 
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I8? (21,), 

Khey are guilty before God, they 

Are 0» unrighteous , unjuſt per- 

"Hons one to another. 

# 2. As to Parents and Children. 

Firſt, The Mother owes in Chriſti- 

| Fo Juſtice (recrozviar 1 Tree, 2. 15.) 

. ZNurling and Breeding her Chil- 
AFlren: The Father owes( Ouoauei- 

err, 2 Cor. 12, 14.) to make pro- 


LY YN : 
1% 


Fviſion for them ; and both, a nur- 
| Mture and education of them in the 
, "Fear of the Lord. The Children, 
| Fon the other fide, in Chriſtian Ju- 
| Fſtice, owe their Parents Honour, 
FObedience and ſupport, if they 
 Freedit. Bur if the Mother,inſtead 
'#Fof laying down her Brefſts to her 
2 Babe, ſhall lay them open to nurſe 
\'# her Gallant in his Love, and inſtead 
7 of dreffing hcr ſhiftleſs Infant,fhall 
'Z imploy her time, to adorn her ſelf 
27 for pride and pleaſure; and if the 


3 Father inſtead of making proviſion 


7 for them , ſhall caſt his Childrens 
=. C 4 bread 


(22), 
bread to Dogs, throw it away in &rv 
luxurious expences; or if both, or 
either of them, by their careleſſe-Marc 
neſs in education, or by evil Exam- Wai 
ples, {hall endanger the loſs of their] 
Childrens fouls: If the Children, 
on the other ſide,” grow rough, and Man 
untratable, making no Conſcience Wn 
to diſobey a Fathers Commands, 
and diſoblige a Mothers tender : 
Care; 3: or when their Parents are in 8 


TSA STS 


cel hn. with the Phariſees, it is 2 
Corbarn, ( Mark 7. 11, ,), a Gift, not} 
to the Temple (' yet. that would | 
not exempt them from their Duty) | 
but perhaps to a proud entertain- | 
ment, ora Female Proſtitute: Such JF 
Parents, ſach Children, are du, i 
unrightequs, unjuſt | inthe fi ght of | 
God., 
| Laſtly, As to the third, of Fa- 3 
mily Relations, Maſters and Ser- 
vants :, 'F irlt, Maſters owe their | 
Servants Þ 7 
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| | (23) 

on Wrvants, 7 Chriſtian Juſtice, civil 
r Woeard , kiud uſage, and juſt re- 
- Fards for their Labours : And they 
- Fain, owe their Maſters Honour, 
r Dbedience, and Faithfulneſs.” But 
,W& the Maſters ſhall uſe their Ser- 
| ants like Brutes, nay like ſenſeleſs 
 MWngines, like Bodies without Souls, 
For ſo Slaves are call d = ownar, 
Foc. 18. 13.) making their Bur- 
Tens too heavy, and their Rewards 
goo light. And if Servants: ſhall 
De (a 7iayors , Tit, 2.9.) contradi- 
Ficrs, or anſwerers again, - and de- 
ay their Reverence ; or ſhall ſerve 
WeSaauolrncig, Col. 3. 22.) with eye- 
crvice, and. loſe their diligence 3 
: dr ſhall be (ypoorprCopaern, Ti, 2.) Pur- 
F/oiners, and- depart from their 
FFaithfulneſs:theſe are wrongs done 
on either fide, and are all unjuſt, 
g uorighteous perſons, on that ac- 
count': And (as it is of the other 
Relationsy: if they had nothing elſe 
3 to 


(24) : 
to anſwer for, ' had guilt enough, 
be difiqherited from the Kingdo 
of God. :Theſe are they, whic 
depart from Chriſtian Juſtice in k; 
mily-Relations. 

Having thus found out the #9 
the guilty of Injuſttee,by the Rule 
of Diſtributive, weſhall now ex 
mine the aCtions of men by the line 
of Commutative Juſtice : Whid 
Aquinas:defines to be that,by whid 
a man is directed in ſuch Rights, a 
are interchangeably. tro be paid, 
from one man to another. Now thi 
ground of: this Juſtice' is this, Gol 
hath ſoordered it in his wiſe diſpo 
_ fitionof the wortd, - that the wel 
being of every man ſhould depend] 
on the mutual help of one another; 
to the: performance: of which, al 
men being obliged by. right reaſo 
and Rehgion, it: becomes every 
mans right; to be done to þicn 10] 
Chriſtian Juſtice as his'duc. _ 
UNS, 


(25) 

b WS; St. 24! grounds! hjs ;exborta- 
08S: to. his Philippians, to look (ra 
S-, 7/3! 2. 4.) to the good and 
Wcerns of others, as well as their 
n. Hetherefore that ſhall with- 

d this Right, ſo that his Neigh- 

ris injured in any capacity of 
well-being, be hath done wrong 

| defrauded, and ' 1s an unjuſt, 

d an ynrighteous perſon. Now 

it. we may. know, how far this 
ſtice extends, for the further di({- 
very of the Guilty. in my Text, 
muſtexamine the. ſeveral caſes 
which.a-mans well-being conſiſts, 

d accordingly a right to be done. 


Firſt, As. to his ſpiritual well- 
ing, we owe the right of ſaving. 
e anothers Souls, which God 
ath put.in our power'to do, as St, 
mes intimates, (7495. 20.) And 
is is done, by brotherly correcti-: 
28n, Counſe),' Prayer, exemplary: 
W795 = - Lifez 


(26) 
Life, and ſuch like As of ſpirit 

al Juſtice : But on the contrary, 

any man hinders the falvation ( 
another, by neglecting thoſe ail 
or ſhall really prevent it, by ſca 
dal, il] example, or by temptig 
him to aſiiſt in ſocial ſins, 1 
Uncleanneſs, Confpiractes, and th 
like,that man hath wronged a So 

he hath deſtroyed his Brother, fo 
whom Chriſt died, (Rom. 14. 15 


j 


« 


j 


and fo is 49«@+, an unjuſt perſon ol 


that ſad account. 

2. Weowethe right in Chriſtia 
Juſtice of preſerving one another n 
our Temporal well-being : An 
the firſt of thoſe, next our Neigh 
bours life (which we ſuppoſe tobe 
a caſe too' apparent to: need our 


preſent conlideration) is his He 
nour. He therefore that ſhall de-} 


fraud him of that precious Jewel} 


either by eclipling an innocent} 


worth, through a ſubtil detracton, 


CONE 


(27) 
wound his Credit, by diſperfi- 
) of falſe ſlanders, ( following 
achiavel” s rule, fortiter calummia. 
 O* aliquid adherebit 3 calt dirt 
zough that ſome may ſtick ) or 
all publiſh his private infirmities, 
) his diſgrace, or | make uſe of 
zem any way, but in following St, 
als direftien, to reſtore him with 
pe ſpirit of meekneſs, (Gal. 6. 1.) 
ath robbd his Neighbour of his 
Onour, hath done him wrong, and 
an unjuſt perſon on that account. 
he ſecond right we owe in Chri- 
an Juſtice, as to the temporal 
ell-being of our Neighbour, is 
he preſervation of his Eſtate and 
ortune 3 which whoſoever ſhall vi- 
late, upon any temptation, 1s one 
..Þf the unrighteous perſons in my 
.cxt. And we confider not this, 
Ss done by as of horrid oppreſſion 
(nly, when the Beams and Stones 
 Wre difquicted with the cries of 
'F Orphans, 


(28) 
- Orphans, tears of Widows, a 
perpetuated ſorrows 6f ruin'd | 
' miliesz nor only bythe intrend 
ments that are made upon it, þ 
ſecret thefts 'or notorious Rapine 
but whoſoever ſhal difadvantay 
another, by fraud, or fubtilty, i 
any Negotiation, Bargain, Trad: 
or Commerce whatſoever, beyon 
the ordinary profit allow d- to al 
Callings, by cuſtom and confent., 
honeſt minds; or in any kind « 
Vocation- or - employment , dell 
otherwiſe ievery ſingle a@, that 
he himſelf would be dealt with, 
is unrighteous, one of the ouiley| 
and conſequently one of the un| 
happy perſons in my Text. Laſtly 
We owein Chriſtian Juftice (asto 
our Neighbours temporal well-be 
ing) the right of preſerving one} 
anothers Health, Limbs. and Peaceiy 
therefore he that ſhall wrong himj 
in the firſt, by ingaging him in| 
intemperate | 


(29) | 
temperate courſes, or deprive 
jim of the ſecond, by any act of 
Yivate hoſtility, as Duelling, or 
helike; or defraud him of the 
bird, by uncivil uſage, or vexati- 
us Suits and Controverhies 3 ſo far 
s1n any of them, or in any other 
vay, a man isdiſadvantaged in the 
omfort of his Life, or means of 
ivelihood, there is a wrotig done, 
& ke that hath done it, is an unjuſt, 
an unrighteous perſon, and as ſuch, 
tands upon the neceffity'of reſtitu- 
ion, or in the danger of his exclu- 
fon from the blefled Inhert- 
Mance. Ld ; 

' Thus having gone over the 

Breaches that are made upon the 

ſeveral Branches, both of Diſtr:- 
.{Fbutive, and Commurative Juſtice; 
J there remains two more to be con- 
\F fidered apart becauſe they 
J have a mixture of both. Of the 
I firſt of. theſe I would give a 
7 lJarger 


(30) | 
larger account , becauſe it is 4 
Injuſtice which hath'a complicate 
. Objet, God and Man ; and is 
univerſally committed 3 and hat 
obtained ſuch a diminution of j 
Guilt by common practice 3 and; 
at this time under the preſent De 
fign of many, to compleat the n 
ine of the Churches proſperity, 
and that is Sacriledge. That ther 
is ſuch a fin, ſuch wrong to be donf 
under the Goſpel, St. Pax! puts iff 
out of doubt ( Rom. 2. 22.) Thal 
that abhorreſt Taols, doſt thou (isedrr. 8 
axis) commit Sacriledge & Thou} 
that wouldeſt not have an Idol 

up in the Church , doſt thou rob} 
the Church of its ſub{Gſtence 2 Thou 
that wouldſt not have God rebb{i 
of his Honour , doſt ' thou ſteal} 
away the Means by which his Ho! 
nour is maintained 2 And indeed? 
It is ſomewhat ominous, that St. 
Paul joins thoſe two fins ogetdert 
or | 


(3) 


for 'tis obſerved, that thoſe men, 


' whoſe Conſciences are {ſtrangeſt in 


point of idolatry,/are always wideſt 
to ſwallow down the fin and bene- 


fit of Sacriledge. But then the 


caſe of Anvanias and Saphira, (Ads 
5.) being conſidered, will anſver 


N enquiries. 
7. That an Eſtate when it is s ſe- 


Frarated to pious: uſes; Is given to 


od. 
2. That then, God accepts and 


owns it, by that gift, as his pro- 
riet 


& 


NM. 


1! 


fil. 


al} 
þ 


"That he that was the Owner 
f it Cmuch leſs another ) cannot 
e-aſſlume the whole, or any part 
df It, but he muſt (s xeVoacu af Ipa 
os, ane rg Ow, Ve 4. I ly, that IS. 
ms (as Lorinus upon the place, 
n grand authority ) zot ozly mer, 


(Ye Uſufructuaries, bat God himſelf, 
| 
38 
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ne Proprietor. 


4: That the Original of that fin 


18 


(32) : 
is the ' Devil (5 £&rary niipa(s wy! 
naplt as V..3.) The Devil hath fille} 
theie hearts with the Deſign. | 
5: Gods certain vengeance upon} 
that wrong, by the fatal fall bothſ 
of. the one, and of the other. [| 
ſhall not controverſfially apply thi 
evidence, but muſt (for ſhortneſ| 
ſake) leave it to your ſerious refle 
ions, for the ends] mentioned t: 
N ow that portion which hath beaſ 
{et apart for God, and the mainte| 
nance of 16000 Servants of hi} 
Worſhip among us,are eitherLand, 
or Tithes.As for the wrongs done to 
the firſt, they are commonly ate 
(per Sorices Palatsi,as Biſh. Andremi 
calls them) by the unhappy me! 
about the Courts of Princes 3 whol 
as they thirſt after them, ſo would! 
not {tick to ſuck the milk of Or 
phans, drink the tears of Widows # 
as well as devour the Demeans 
Gods Servants (becauſe as _ 
C103 
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I leſs as either) as Sacrifices to their 


pride and luxury, Bur it is alledg- 


: ed by the Favourites of this Deſign, 
I that the ſupreme Judicature may, 
J (when they pleaſe )take them away: 
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I anſwer, they may (impunt) with- 


out controul ; and their Antiority 


Y ought not (muſt not) be reliſted ; 


but whether (jz/te ) righteouſly, or 
whether every one that hath a vote 


"Jin their alienation, doth not there- 
"FE by rob God and man, and may juſt- 


ly fear Gods vengeance for doing 
ſo, I leave it to the former Evi- 
dence to deterthine. As for the 
wrongs done to the Church in point 


of Tithes, (Deciman mean as St. 


$4577: ſuppoſeth- God to ſpeak ) 


there deprzdations happen upon 


Ylower contrivements 3 as when ei- 
YFther the powerful mans heavy hand 
Firſt preſſeth out the Vintage for 


himſelf, and then leaves ſome few 
drops 3 enough rather to upbraid, 
' BF 2 than 


than relieve the poor Church-man | 
want, Or when, upon the conti- | 
nuance of ſome ingenuous compo- | 
ſition,there ſubtilly ſprings up a cu-| 
ſtom, to fence the oppreſt from all Þ 
relief in Law. And laſtly, when 
after ſuch encouraging examples, | 
the loweſt fort of men, by little 
arts and ſtealths,pilfer the Churches | 
Dues, being perſwaded ( by ſuch} 
Preſidents) that all 1s lawful prize, | 
they can get from God, and his ſer- | 
vants. And now ſtand amazed O | 
Heaven and Earth, that ever ſuch 
things thould be thought upon, by | 
the men of Chriſtianity , or that 
ever any thing but a J=lzaz2 ſhould 
attempt them! O Father forgive | 
them, they know not what they do. 
The ſum is chis, Whoſoever ſhall } 
invade any thing ſet apart for Gods ! 
ſervice, be they Lands or Tithes, 
or any part of them, which the | 
Church claims as her due, _ C . 
ree 


(35) 
I free gift of Devout men, the right 
& of an immemorial- poſſeſſion, and 
- | confirm'd by as many Laws, as any 
- 4 thing can be made a 1##:, beſides 
| FF Gods intereſt in them, ( Te have 
1 robb'd me, faith God, Mal. 3.8.) 
[FR is"aSw: an unrighteous perſon, 1f 
4 there beany in the world,and with- 
FFout a full reſtitution made, muſt 
| not hope to inherit the Kingdom of 
God, And nowif any man be of- 
J fended at my free dealing in this 
2 uograteful caſe, 1 deſire this Chari- 
ty from him, to believe that I have 
done it for his ſake, rather than 
our own; and I heartily wiſh, our 
loſs may expiate his guilt; and [ 
believe none of us fo unworthy, 
FJ that would not chuſe to redeem 1o 
F many Souls,as ſplit upon this Rock, 
Yatſo low a price as his own loſs, if 
Fit were in his power. 
9 By the ſecond of thoſe Caſes 
'X that have a mixture of each Juſtice, 
7 D 3 I 


£36) | 
T intended ſhould refle& upon:thel ch 
occaſion 'of this Aſſembly, where th 
the proper bulineſs is judicially toMW th 
adminiſter right to them, that can-M Co 
not otherwiſe obtain it. Let every 
one then, that hath to do this day 
with the tender Rights of men, if 5c 
(whether they be the Miniſters of ur 
the Law, of every fort, Witneſles, th 
or Juries) have a care what theyſMl A 
do; their Souls are at ſtake, thei fil 
Oath of God is upon them , the fe 
Curſe of God over them, the Cries} R 
of the oppreſted about them, the t© 
Evidence of my Text, and the Law| 
of Chriſt againſt them 3 if there-P} tl 
fore any unjuſt Cauſe goes away} 2! 
triumphant , if any mans right beſ}] Þ: 
impeached, through any defe& inf} R 
the diſcharge of their truſt, they |: 
are <9, unrighteous perſons, and 
whereſoever it lies, muſt either}: 
make a timely fatisfation, or oneſ 
day appear at the great Aſſizes - '4 
the 2 
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theworld, to receive for the wrong 
that he hath done in this, and where 
there ſhall be no.reſpe& of perſons; 
Col, 3.ult.. | | 


Thus I have finiſhed the whole 
Scheme of Chriſtian Juſticez to the 
univerſal performance of which, 


the Goſpel doth ſoſtrialy oblige us. 
And now who would think it pol- 


I ſible, that a Chriſtian Nation, pol- 
8 ſeſled with ſo many advantages of 
q Religion, ſhould in contradiction 
$ to the cleareſt Evidence: of Gods 
2 Will, ſo generally degeneratefrom. 
2 the practice of it in every 'part'z 
& and that not among them only, that = 
24 have thrown off all Concern' for 

I Religion (that were no wonder) 


but amidſt the very Profeflors of 


J it, even among them, that pretend 


toa greater Zeal than others, in 
appearance for it, I cannot but 
think, that there hath been ſome 
D 4 defect 


defe&t.in: our right. handling. the, $d th 
Chriſtian DoCtrines among them, 
and particularly, that we have not 
ſofaithfully preach'd or not ſo fu]- 
ly preſt, Gods two declared Re- 
quilites ,- .(-Mich. 6, 8. : Doing, Jus {tic 
Stice, and loving Mercy, as we [ne t 
ſhould. But inftead of thoſe neceſ:, Wot 1 
fary Dedrines, have.,ſubſtituted a ſt a 
notional Mode of Preaching Chriſt, Wont 
(as they call it ). with St. Jude's Mmit 
(vaigoſyz, Jude 16.,) great ſwelling 
words of peculiar Priviledges, of Ways 
Saint{hip,, and. Unions with God, Wing 
whereby the,,People are betrayed ſti 
inſenſjbly into an imaginary Notion 
of | . ALI diſtin from Mo- eſli 
ral;Virtues, and into an opinion of {ei 
a Godlineſs, without an Obligation Jſce: 
to Civil Honeſty. *Tis freſh in Ming 
our remembrance, that ſome have It « 
many years together, preach'd, and Were 
preſt the Doctrine of Faith (if it Fol: 
may be call'd ſo,as they have aye cni 
ld 
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d the matter) to Congregations 
Believers already , while the 
rinciples of: Juſtice (the greateſt 
art of Gods revealed Will) as 
dedience.to our Civil and Eccleſ1- 
ick Superiors, and doing right 
e.to another ,(whoſe Caſes, and 
2t indifferent things , ſhould af- 
(t and, try the tenderneſs of mens 
oniciences) have been altogether 
mitted, orrarely, and faintly de- 
vered, *Tjs too true., that in our 
ays, while men were actually pur- 
Ing the moſt deſperate ways of In- 
[tice that ever were, even while 
ey were killing ard taking poſ- 
fon 5 inſtead of ſhewing them 
Heir groſs Miſcarriages, they have 
Seen treated with the ſweer and fa- 
Jing Dodrines (as they call them) 
f getting Chriſt, or getting an 1n- 
&reft in Chriſt : And while they 
Soldly walk'd in Garments of vio- 
Fence (as the Pſalmiſt expreſleth it, | 
; | P/al, 
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Pſal. 73.6.) they were exhortedt 
the getting the Robe of Chriſt 
Righteouſneſs about, and impute 
to,them;and.all was well, By thek 
and the !ike unhappy Modes «9 
teaching the Goſpel, men han 
been driven from their Reaſon, an 
Religion, and ſet their Conſcience 
looſe to all unrighteouſneſs. Ant 
hence it is, that they are grow 
every where 1o croſs and intratt 
ble to all Authority , Laws, an 
Order, and the State is full of Ri 
bels, the Church of Schiſmatick 
our Houſes of undutiful Childre 

. and untruſty Servants 3 and me 
are made umverſally falſe and ut 
faithful one to another. But 1! 
them pretend what Religion the 
will, they ſhall not ſo eſcape ; al 
unjuſt perſons (ſuch as I have dt 
ſcribed) are upon the Rock, th 
ſevere Sentence of my Text ; Thy 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God 

df PART} 
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O at laſt I am arriv'd at the 
MW) Second Part of my Text'; 
WT be Unjuſt mans Doom or Puniſh- 
Wcnt : They ſhall not inherit, &c. 
In which, are two things to be 
Wbſerved; 1. The Nature of the 
uniſhment 5 it is a diſinheriſon, 
, The Quality of the State, The 
ingdom of God. 

In the firſt, here's a caſe in Law, 
Title ſuppoſed, and a Difinheri- 
0n exprefled : A Title, theſe un- 
uſt perſons had, and heirs at Law 
they were, ( and ſo were all that 
re, or ſhall be deprived of that e- 

gernal Bleſſing ), or they could in 
$0 ſence be ſaid to be dilinherited : 
J Tis true, that Adaz: once __ 
4 e 
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ed the Eſtate, bit it was purchaſe 
again, or redeemed, by Chritt, no 
with Silver and Gold, but with thi 
_ dear price of his precious blood 
(1 P. 1. 18, ) Andthat Redemy 
tion was made as large, as the Far 
feiture, as St. Par! diſcourfeth 
(Rom... 18.) So that the Reaſor 
why any man is now difinherited 
muſt be upon another account; 
not becauſe Adar ſinned, or that 
the Covenant of Grace was rene w- 
ed with any number leſs than al 
men, (1 T7. 2.4.) or that Chril 
died for fewer than (vie ray73;) for 
every man, ( Heb. 2. 9, ) but be 
cauſe that univerſal Let oog and 
Redemption, was made condition 
al, and required terms to be per- 


formed on our part, which, whoſo-W 


ever ſhould refuſe to keep, ſhould 
forfeit his Title to that new pur: 
chaſed Inheritance, Now the Con: 


1VCG 
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ditions of this new Covenant madeÞp" 2 
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ti Chriſt, are Faith and Obedience; 

MW'o which Repentance is to be ad- 

led, as Tabula poſt Nauſraginm z of 

Which, more anon. |, 

BH The ſum then is, That the unjuſt 

Wan, as ſuch, in all the particular 

aſes I have mentioned , ſhall not 
therit the Kingdom of God, be- 
auſe he failed in both the Condi- 
10NS, 

I, Every unjuſt perſon hath fail- 
din the firſt 5 he1s not a true Be- 
ever In the ſenſe of the Goſpel. 
or the clearing of which, we are 
>confider, that Evangelical Faith, 
hen mans Salvation or Juſtificati- 
0 is wholly attributed to it, (as 
hen 'tis ſaid , that He that beliew- 
þ ſhall be ſaved, John 3. 16. and 
uſtified by Faith, Rom.5.1. and 
zwed by Faith, Eph. 1.8. and the 
ke) intends not any AC or Ha- 
It of believing, in any ſtrict ſenſe, 

Put a comprehenſion of all Chrilt's 

Virtues, 


A 
Virtues, and the whole Body 
Chriſtianity, of which a juſt IP 
is the moſt confiderable portia 
Therefore St. Paxl upon the bread 
of diſtributive Juſtice, inone paſ*. 
ticular Inſtance of it, that 1s, 
Childs not providing for his Pi 
rents, ( which by Family, 1 Ti-.;W. 
9. is undoubtedly intended)affirns 
that ſuch a perſon < run Tisty d'prnru) 
hath denied the Faith, and is an mw: 
believer, ſo much worſe than at 

Infidel, as a prattical Atheiſt is 1 
greater Prodigy than a ſpeculative 
But if Faith be taken in a ſtride! 
ſenſe, as fometimes it is 3 and par 
ticularly by St. Jamer, (Far. 2. 
unleſs it be *rpyrulun Sr an 
(Gal, 5, 6. ) except it worketh, © 
is conſummate þy Love, (of which 
Love the greateſt part (in the Go 
ſpel ſenſe ) is Juſtice) 7 avails mot; 
It-cannot, zt zs dead, faith St. Fam. 
that'is, as uſeleſs to a mans JuſtificaP 
2 tion - 


(45) | 
Son as the Faith of Devils.  Who- 
ever therefore is an unjuſt perſon 
T any of the ſenſes I have deſecrt- 
d him, whether a Rebel. to his 
Frince, or refractory to the Church 
SW its Order and Inſtitutions, as to 
diſtributive Juſtice;zor does wrong 
Wo his Neighbour as to Commuta- 
ive, let him pretend to what Faith 
n Chriſt he will, letit be a receiv- 
pg, laying hold, or reliance upon 
im , or howſoever he hath been 
aught to define it, he 1s (*Y:& ris 
re) , Col. 3.6.) a Child of Un- 
lief 3 and upon the non-perform- 
nce of the Condition of Faith,(in 
he accoun* of the Goſpel ) he 
hall be dealt withal as an Unbelie- 
er; he hath forfeited the Inheri- 
ance, he ſhall not znherit the King- 
dom of God, 
But then 2. Faith 1s not the on- 
ly Condition of the Covenant, by 
_Iwhich we may preſerve our Title 
 - ro 
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tothe bleſt Inheritance; but Ohe 
dience alſo is as fully; and as indiffſh 
penſably-neceflary. Chriſt beray 
the Anthor of Eternal Salvatinf 
(Heb. 5. 9.) to all that obey him, : 
well as believe in him. It 1s not 
that ſaith Lord, Lord, that 1s, thai 
believes only (as St. Jeromr, Enth 
mins, and Ttheopbila# interpret i 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Ha 
ven, bt he that doth the will, & 
(Mat. 7:21.) that is, that obey all 
his Laws and Precepts. And that 
famous place muſt not be omitted Wbtai 
(Rev. 22, 14.) Bleſſed are they thi 
keep his Commandments, that tht 
may have right to the Tree of Lift, 
the Bleſſed Inheritance. Now thi 
Obedience muſt be univerſal, or it 
is not effetual 3 Whoſoever ſhalt 
| keep the whole Law, (Jam. 2. 10.)|Pivi 
and yet offend even in one point, 1 
one Commandment, 3s guilty of all;|Pilc 
( not formally, but materially) that Þ 
is, [a ©. 
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s, he ſhall be ſo dealt withal, as if 
ewere guilty of all ; he hath for- 
cited the Inheritance of God. 

|S Now it is ſo certain, that an un- 
uſt perſon deth not-perform this 
ondition of his Redemption, that 
be hath ( whatſoever Act or Acts 
f Religion he may otherwile pre- 
nd to, by carrying on the work 
f the Lord (as they ſpeak). in the 
olt zealous Preaching or Praying, 
r the greateſt Gifts of Hearing or 
icforming,or. whatſoever elſe hath 
btained the name of Godlineſs ) 
fay,he hath (above all Offenders ) 
med againſt the very principal 
deſign, for. which Chrilt's Laws 
vere eſtabliſhed , and Obedience 
equired : It being the firſt purpoſe 
ft. Jeſus; and the main end of his 
DIvine Inſtitutions, to make men 
lehteous, and good ; and that his - 
diſciples ſhould propound it as 
neir Religion, to preſerve the 
Y;; common 
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ive: bath brokennbtoblyalpar. 
iculanbut an unbvrerial Cortmebd: 
neat of? Chriſt, ard 1s.groflely:dits 
pbedient 5: and io hdthiforfeited:his 
nleritance, his. Fitle:to the King» 


| lom of God. nul 3 075 of If 
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. Thus thaveſhewnyou theanjjuſt 
mans: Doom :ini:tthe nature 'of has 
Pumſhment 5 He: ſhall : not inbertt © 
which will appeariſo 'muchi:the 
rreabery,, When we confider the qua+ 
ity ofthe Eſtate ./ from which he 
s dilinherited ; he iKingdove: of 
od, -: Which 15: :themexe ching to . 
e diſcours'd. | tot + 2 ot 
The! \Xbgelows of God 18 a. Figuri+ 
ive 'Expreflion, deſfign'd to exalt 
Dur ——— of the bleſled (tate 
o come: ; And that becauſe we 
annot now behold its unconcetv-+ 
able. happineſs, but as (9 inbpe, 
Cora JN I2. per Speculurm) through 
E 2 the 
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the dark Perſpettive of Senſe, anc 
a clonded Intelle& ; and therefor 
it muſt be reprefented to us (& wi 
ker!) by little Riddles and Shadow. ; 
of the beſt humane Felicities; HeaſW.1 
it is by a Kingdom, the greatel 
and nobleſt poſleſſion this world af 
fords3 and fo enough to confin 
us; that ( the Deſign of that lo 
Metaphor ) the future Bliſs, 1s to. 
greata loſs, for ſo ſmall a reconMeth 
penſe, as the moſt proſperous ur 
juſt man gains by his unrighteou 
practices. But that the unjuſt ma; 
may be: more fully upbraided fa}, 
the greatneſs of his Loſs, let ne;/ 
improve the Metaphor, by ſayinWor 
that firſt he loſeth God 3 that i{Wr: 
the Beatifical Viſion of his Bleſle Fay 
Countenance, which is better tha ;| 
Life it ſelf : - He loſeth -the Con ns 
forts of his Bleſſed Redeemer, wlhy 
ſhall now appear to him with th t 
terrible Aſpe&t of Flaming Fir 

| takinÞ 
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Eaking vengeance on him, and /! 
hem that obey not his Goſbel, 2 Theſ. 
.8, He loſeth the poſleſſion (to 

ake uſe of the moſt ſenſible De- 
cription of the bappy ifſues of an 
oly Life) of the City of the Living 
od, the New Jeruſalem, the Soct- 

ty of an innumerable company of 
nels, of the General Aſſembly of the 
Irſt born, & of the ſpirits of juSt men 
yade perfeF, Heb.12. Laſtly,He lo- 
eth his own Soul ;z that is,he brings 
imſelf into ſuch a State, (that pre- 
at 24:9 nam natun) it were better 
or him he had never been born, or 
bat a Mil ſtone were hanged about his 
Wcck, ard were drowned 1n a Sea of 
orgetfulneſs, and Annthilation. 

Wind all this he adventures that he 

Jay add one handful of Earth more 
Wo the Turf of his worldly poſleffi- 


dns 3 one grain more to his accus, 
nulated heap; one garmiſh more 
0 the pride of his Life ; fromall 
| E 3 which, 


Fg 
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which, and from whatſoever el 
he enjoys in this world, he ſhall 

poſlibly within'a few Minutes, i Pro 
ably within a few Moneths,. cer: 
Eaiol; within'a few Years; be a 
ich a ſtranger,as he that holds up 
the' Train of the'Perfrar Emperay, 
or the Infant that hangs upon hi 
Mothers Breaſt. Theſe are the mik: 
rable meaſures of the unjuſt man 
Doom and Puniſhment. 

' Bur is he paſt 'the vemoſt Confing 
of "Hope ? © 15 his evil: pg 
ble loſs, an irrecoverable danger! 
Certainly no ? For though the'Go 
ſpel have drawn up the Indictment 
againſt bim, it 1s not yet eome to 
Jud rment's Hes in a ſtate of dam. 
nability, bur not Damnation, Not 
fo ſhipwrack'd,but that there is(T« 
bitla bf Naufrughum). one Raft'lef 
to 1dhd him fafe,ohe remaining con 
dition of his recyvery J [and that 

all : 'B, 
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IoWis, a timely Repentance ; For (faith 
God) if the wicked man ſhall turn 
off away from his unrighteouſneſs (his 
1: Injuſtice) ard do that which 3s laws 
vl 7] a:d right, 8c. if he fhall reſtore 
ol the Pledge, and execute judgment be- 
Wl tween: an and man, he ſhall ſave his 
v8 Sor! alzme, Ezek. 18. 27. When 
-M firſt by Repentance,mult be under- 
ſtood nothing leſs, than ( what is 
neceſſary for all other ſins) a real 
departure from all unrighteous 
Actions and engagements : What- 
ſoever 1s called Repentance, and 
brings not this change (be it Sor- 
row, Contrition, or Confeſſion) 
ought in no reaſon to be account- 
ed ſufficient for Evangelical Recon- 
ciliation. Much lefs will (Lachrymu- 
la & Suſpirinm) a Tear and a Sigh 
at the laſt period of our Life (by 
ſuch meaſures of Mercy as are re- 
vealed to us) expiate the guilt of 
the ſin of Injuſtice, or any other 
E 4. fins, 
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fins, habitually and reigningly con-' 
tinued in, to that helpleſs hour. 
Therefore 2. Beſides this Repent- 
ance, which is common to all other 
ſins. The unjuſt (which doth much 
heighten the fin of Injuſtice above 
all' others) are obliged to reſtore 
the injured perſons (to their ut- 
molt capacity) to that Right , of 
which they have deprived them, || 
Otherwiſe all other Aqs of Re- 
pentance, (even to the departure 
from any further Commiſſion of 
the lin) will be accounted fair, but 
abortive Attempts. Now 1n the 
ſeveral cafes of Injuſtice , where 
the Scene lies not for reſtitution, as 
in the caſes of Rebellion, Schitm, 


and the like, the unjuſt perſon Mi 


muſt make ſatisfaction, and amends, 
| by acknowledgments and recanta- 
tions, and thole to be (if poſhble) 
as publickly and earneſtly done, 
as thoſe wrongs had been before Þ 

” _com- 
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KRommitted. For if thoſe/attempts 
f fatisfation be not made (if in 
is power) whatſoever other atts 
f Repentance, he had performed, 
let no man deceive himſelf, nor 
ock God) he hath yetno title to 
he Blefling of the penitent. But 
here the unjuſt man (in the caſes 
f the breaches of Commutative 
Juſtice) hath defrauded any man 
»y Oppreſſion, Theft, or Subtilty, 
n any Employment , or Contrat 
yhatſoever, ſo that another 1s dam- 
hed by him, if that perſon ſhould 
eepan Ocean of Tears for his ſins, 
nd pray till his knees became cal- 
ous, like a Camels, for the pardon 
df it, if the unjuſt thing lies upon 
Js hand, 1f there be not reſtitutt- 
»,n made, to the injured perſon, 
according to his power) or if he 
pe dead, to his Heirs; or if net- 
ther can be found, to the Poor ; 
{ whoſe Right then it is, by an Ef- 
1 W- cheat 
| 


I 
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cheat to the Soveraign Lord, whoſ; 
Exchequer they are) he cannot þ 
numbred among the Penitents, þ 
is ſtill an unjuſt man, and ſhall ng 
inherit the Kingdow of God. | 
was upon Zacheys noble Refſtitut 
on, that' our Saviour pronouncec 
This day is Salvation come to th 
Houſe, (Luke 19. 19.) And, Si w 
aliena (faith St. Aujtin in his Epi 
ſtle toMacedonizs ) cum reddi pot 
20n redditur, non agitur pemitentiy 
Jed fingitur 5 If the unjuſt thing be 
not reſtored, the Repentance mz 
= terigned , but is not perfdrm 
ed. 

And now I beſeech all thoſe per 
ſons here this day before me,who{ 
Conſciences can inform them, thit 
they are ſo unhappy as to be unjul 
In any of the meaſures I have men 
tioned, firſt, that they take no > 
fence at the Religion, that requireW/ 
nor at methat preach, fo ſevere 
Se __ Method 
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ffMethod ( as men may be apt to 
hink ) of their recovery; for they 
Wught to confider, that it was their 
wn wilful ' prevarications of the 
noſt reaſonable Rules of Juſtice, 
nd not the Religion, that made i it 

zeceſiary, 

And let me further adzee them, 
hat whoſoever ſhall give his Soul 
ave (for his own falvation) to in- 
zage In the performance of this 
MWuty of Reſtitution (how unkind 

br difficult ſoever it may appear at 
he firſt view) let him . not be diſ- 
ouraged (my Soul for his) he ſhall 
nd ſuch a ſenfible return of ſweet- 
els and ſatisfaction in the very 
\cts, and much more in the Ifjue 
f it, that he would not exchange 
is Comforts, or have neglected 
is Duty, for all the Pleatures and 

Enjoyments in the world. Hzs Sozl - 
hall dwell at eaſe, and he fhall lie 
down in peace ;, his bed ſhall be n0 
#10re 
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more ſhorter, but that he ſhall ſir 


himſelf upon it, nor his Coverinf 


narrower, but that he ſhall wrap hi 
_ ſelf in it, (11a. 28. 20.) that is, |y 
ſhall have a quiet mind, while h 
lives; and when he comes to die 


he ſhall not be tormented with the 


confluence of direful Furies abou 
his Bed, nor behold dreadful A 
pes hanging about his Curtainz 
the uſual Attendants of unjuſt men 
living and dying. 

What if thy Houſe ſhall ſtand 
one Story lower by removing the 
Chambers built by wrong, (Jer. 22 
I3.) 2 Or contra& the compaſs 
thy Land by hedging out Naboth 


Vineyard 2 Or lay afide fome Ci-Þ 


cumſtances of a ſplendid Life!Þ 


Nay : what if thou ſhouldi(t bere- 


duced to a retired condition , or 


the narrow circles of a low fortune, F 


by reſtoring what is anothers right! 


the aſſurance of Gods Favour a: 


® 
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ove thee, the enjoyment of a 
0d Conſcience within thee, the 
iew of a. gloriotis hope before 
hee ; (in a word )a contented life, 
peaceable death, and a bleſt cter- 
ity, will be a redundant compen- 
ation for all thou ſhalt ſonoblypare 
th. Thus haveladventured a pre- 
judice in your opinion, by chuſing 
heſe unwelcome (though very ne- 
eſſary) DoGrines of univerſal 
Juſtice, and upon the breach of it, 
Satisfaction, and Reſtitution. My 
omfort is, if I have not pleafed 
you, I have done you right, I have 
dealt juſtly with you. AndI do 
ot deſpair, but I have met here 


many perſons of David's Choyce, 
End Ingenuity, ( Pſal. 141.) who 
Iwould rather be Fades. friendly, 
gand reproved, than to hear the 
Zpleaſing Balmes of unconcerning 


gand indulgent Doctrine, to break og 
Jtcir heads, deſtroy their ſouls. -* 
With 


(60) | 
With whom-(I hope) theſe Inſtry 
Cons may 10'far prevail, that 
may be fazd of 'them, as! St. Pu 
faid of his pemteht Corinthians,j 
-the Verſe following my Text; Se 
-were ſome of you, bit yei are waſh 
-Je are fanyjied, but yo 'bre juitiſir 
ir the Name.nf the Lord Jeſus, andh 
the Spirit of our God, ' 1 a 
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\ particular Repreſen- 
! tation of the Injuſtice 
J of Partial Conformi- 


ty to the Clergy. 
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A POSTCRIPT. 


| R epreſenting the Inju- 
| ſtice and Danger of 
Partial Conformity. 


229d Have in' this Sermon 
9P; (as fully & faithfully 
Ae asT could) made an. 
prion Survey of 

5 the ſeveral Branches 

x "of Chriſtian Fuſtice, 
: Z and given notice, that the wilful 
: J Tranſgreſſorsof any part of it,ſtand 
Zarraign'd and condemned for an- 
; F 2 righteous 


(66) | 

: righteous perſons, as to their guilt, Þ 
© - and cannot (upon the Goſpels re- 
- © quiring univerſal* Obedience in ge- Þ 
neral, and doing right to all menin Þ 

- particular, as the Conditions of Þ 
Salvation by it) inhetit the King- Þ 


dom of God, - as -thetr puniſh: 
ment. * w. 

But amongſt the great number; 
of unjuſt men, I have ( in the for 
mer part of my Diſcourſe) ſorted 
thoſe perſons, who deprive the $u- 


Preine; Magiſtrate of his due, in Þ 
that part of his Authority which 
concern Spiritualsz and the Go 
vernors -of the Church of their Þ 
right of Obedience ' from / ther Þ 
Charges; by refuſing to confomP 
themſelves to the Commands of 
both, ſo far as. they are inveſted 
with a power from God, to inſti 
tute Laws and Canons , for the 
Peace, Order, and Unity of ti 
Churches, under their Rule andÞ 
Conduct, NovFs 


bo a A SS a won 


P} 5 


OW 
Now becauſe- not only the Peq- 
"I plein general are concernd in that 
"7 part of Evangelical Righteouſneſs; 
4 but the Miniſters alſo of Parochial 
Congregations ſtand moſt eſpecial- 


| ly obliged -to it, and becaule their 


7 offences againſt it, are of far more 
$ dangerous conſequence, I have 
for their ſakes, who are of the 
Clergy, made this enlargement in 
that particular Branch of it, as to 
8 them. -- i 00 
 Andthis I have done the rather, 
@ becauſe (at this preſent time) this 


"kind of Injuſtice is ſo fpreadingly, 


J and unconſcionably.commitred and 
J practiced ; that ( what with the 
F miſcarriage of ſome, who out of 
worldly prudence, of others, who 


eBFJout of weakneſs, of moſt, who out 


"FRof wilfulneſs, neglect their due con- 
"ptormity to:the eſtabhiflyd Laws) a 
Fereat number of the Churches are 
made irregular and diſordered in 
: F 3 the 


Þ 


the publick Adminiſtrations of þ 
Gods ſervice: By which means the Þþ 
Laws are baffled and deſpiſed, the 
Government ſuſpeted and defx þ 
med, the Prieſthood in general Þ 
reproach'd as falie and careleſs,and 
the whole proteſiton of our eſts- 
bliſht Religion, is made a ſcornat iſ 
preſent , and ready io be made a 
prey in future, to our enemies | 
every ſide, | 
My Brethren, let us have a care 
therefore in time, we donot to Þ 
much, and too long (for the nar- 
row Concerns of our preſent quiet Þ 
or profit, or to conciliate vulgar 
Love or Fame ) not only wicked! 
and unjuſtly, but weakly and in-W 
prudently comply with the humor Þ 
of any party whatſoever, in the | 
negle(ts of our Duties, or parti | 
performance of our Offices : For Fr 
it is certain, that no man can do it, iſt 
| (upon what pious Motives foever 


y 


She pretends to be induced to it, as 
Sfavouring infirmities, or tender 
FConſciences, and the like ) but be- 
Bfdes his real offence againſt the 
ZLaws of Chriſt ſtrictly obliging 
YObedience to his Superiors juſt 
ZCommands, he doth thereby pro- 
mote and cheriſh a Faction in his 
Sown boſom; which being once 
SFrarm'd into a ſufficient ſtrength , 
all upon the next advantageous 
Yopportunity, not only deftroy the 
ZChurch in its Legal Conſtitution, 
Hut ia the ſame pitch and poſture 
Hof abafement, to which the con- 
Edeſcenſion was made. 
* And of this, let our lateexpe- 
- EFrience be an impartial Judge. For 
when ſome Biſhops, and other em1- 
Went perſons of the Church, who 
| FFout of a pious tenderneſs to ſome 
mens diſlatisfactions, and deſigning 
Fthe upholding their own, and the 
ZChurches Reſpett & Credit among 
P es. F 4 them 


(70) . | 
them: (for which: they, were diſtin. 
guiſhed from. their Brethren hy the 
name 'of Puritans) did either not 
urge, Or not practiſe {tridt Confor: 
mity, found at length their own 
grand miſtake in the: fruſtration of 
all thoſe ends. which they pro 
pounded to themſelves, as the: rea: 
ſons of their compliance : For nei: 
ther themſelves, nor the Church 
for their ſakes, found any mercy at 
all from them, in the days of thei: 
Power and Fury, + when. nothing 
Jeſs would fſatisfie them, than the 
confuſion of both, Little did thoſe 
Reverend Perſons think, when they I 
{train'd their Candor to that Party, 
beyond the bounds of their dueO- 
bedience to Law, that ſucha ptt- 
ty ſhew of tender Picty, and Con 
ſciences ſo demurely nice ( thi 
could not digeſt ſo much as a Ring 
on the Brides Finger, the Infants Þ 
iyearing the ſhadow of a Croſs three Þ 
Eh | minutes P 
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[{Wnutes at_its Baptiſm, upon its 


rehead, or but the colour of the 
jeſt's Veſtment for they pre- 
aded.then but ſuch little offences) 
puld cover ſuch black Defigns, 
the moſt unwarrantable' pra- 
es that ever were acted. 1 in the 

rid. 
It behoveth us hiſeN to ſulſ- 
t, when we meet with Conſci- 
e-ſcruplings about ſuch, or the 
e indifferent Rites' and Circum- 
nces that* there lodgeth under- 
ath an unſatisfiable diſlike ;and 
atisfaction to the whole eſta- 
Wihment ; ſo that if our Ingenui- 
ſhould be tempted to debauch 
Obedience,by a partial cohfor-- 
ty to indulge them 1n thoſe leſſer 
ngs, it were prudence to believe, 
it we ſhould be ſo far from giving: 
m full ſatisfaction, that it would 
t the more advance and (trength- 
an unruly appetite, which no- 
* thing 
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thing could determine, but the 


ſtruction of all. Of this their ui 


ſatiable humour, our late expy 
ence can convincingly inform y 
when their firſt modeſt defires of 
Moderated Epiſcopacy, ended i 
nothing lefs, than tts extirpatiq 
and of regulating fome offenſn 
arts of the Liturgy, in 1ts utter: 
lition. And when ( as amo 
many of them ) after the Cr 
followed Baptiſm it ſelf ; after 
moving the Rails and Genuflexi 


went away the Sacrament : AM 


when they had been at firſt a li 
pratified with the taking away tl 
Habits, they were never quiet, ti 
they had renounced the very Ore 
&Calling of Prieſthood it ſelf.Suc 
eftets, and no better than thek 
we muſt expect from the greatel 


condeſcention that can be made," 


men of this temper and comp 
Ction, E. 4 
| [1 


(73) 
2 4Mn ſtead therefore of any finful 
- ufopliance with any Faction what- 
ver, by remitting our Duties, 
pleaſe them, as Friends (which 
will be no longer than they 

not be otherwiſe) let us gird our 
es1n all our ſpiritualArmature a- 

Mot them, as the Churches, ours, 
1: their own, deſtructive Ene- 
ous; that is, let us faſt and pray, 
MW weep againſt their Ignorance 
| Perverſenels 1n private: Let 
preach down their Follies in pub- 
Wc: But eſpecially Jet us guard 
S& cſtabliſh'd Church fagainſt their 
Wins of unſctling the peoples 
Wherence toit, with an intire cen- 
mity to its legal. Conſtitutions 
every Circumſtance z 'and then 

48 us conquer their prejudice with 
eFocency of Life and ſimplicity of 
anners , till by theſe holy Me- 
ods, and Gods bleffing, we have 
tained . { or at leaſt endeavoured 

| | to 


a) - 
7g, or laying aſide his. Confor- 
7, or the, concealing ſome ne- 
ry Truths, becauſe diſtaſtful 
heir vitiated Palates, or the 
ping on to ſome degrees of com- 
nce. with their popular Modes 
raying and Preaching, -will ſe- 
the Church from the ' danger 
hoſe Factions ; ;ſhall find his 
edient as, unſucceſlefp], as that 
:tian's, who leaving the Cauſe 
he Diſtemper [behind , thinks 
Main health for his Patient, by 
1g the Symptom for the Dil- | 
; or as abſurd as his expeCtati- 
who would hope for a regular 
t, from the moſt, equivocal 
ſe. For it is obſerved (and 
re ready to make the Obſerva- 
good by ſeveral Inſtances) that 
ongregations have contributed 
ter numbers to the Herds of 
difterent FaCtions, than thoſe 
have been under the conduct 


of 


4 
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of ſach'; who would have th 
pieced, and partial Conforni 
and popular Compliances, eſty 
under the ſpecious, yet miſtih 
Title of Moderation. 

I muſt confeſs, amongſt thel 
mies of the Church of England 
think that fort of amphibious Cl: 
gy, not the leaſt, nor leſs day 
rous than any 5 who forfeit tht 
Fidelity to their ſolemn Subſcrip 
ons and Declarations, and treack 
rouſly decline the work they hn 
aſlumed, and a& their Office 
the Church, infuch a manner, th 
the People may believe, that the 
ts ſomething that is very evil 
them, and that they repented ther 
_ of what they had under 

en. 


ut as Ml 
avantag 
cy ſhu 
ecent at 
very, a 
ptier | 
I Ir H 
reachin 
II, > 
ople, 
arneſt t; 
es In | 
reted tt 
) unde! 
ey had 
esk. 
Such u 
theſe 
xds da 
nd the 
Theſe are they, that ſet up Al 1ts I 
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that join the Liturgy and DiretyÞ®ely c: 
ry together, at the ſame _ elurre 
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as much as poſſible to the Dil- 
antage of the former , which 
y ſhuffle over with ſuchan un- 
ent and undevout Mode of De- 
ry, and then manage their Vo- 
jer Effufions in Prayer, and 
r Hints and Corol/aries in 
aching, with ſuch Zeal and Fer- 
, as if they defign'd to tel] the 
ple, that they never were in 
eſt till then, or that thoſe Of- 
In the Pulpit might be inter- 
ed to ſerve no better end, than 
indermine the credit of what 
had done (or undone) inthe 


ich unconformable-Conforwiſts 
eſe began the Church of Exg. 
s danger at firſt Reformation, 
the miſerable Series, of almoſt 
ts Troubles fince, hath been 
pagated by thems and if a 
ly care in Governors, and the 
urection of a good Conſcience 
in 


- 6) 

in themſelves, do not prevent j 
they will yet contribute as mud 
(if not more) as'any enemy w 
have, to make the preſent Diſten 
ers in the Church, 'to become x 
uncurable Diſeaſe, an unſuperahl 
Evil. © | 
"Theſe mens Congregationsar 
the Fountains, from whence the 
crooked Rivers, and Rivulets, th 
Mother and Daughters of FaGtion 
have derivd their ſtreams, toth 
iwelling greatneſs, as they nownu 
among us, and almoſt” over' us 
They were the Seragho's, whe 
the late Warriors againſt the Kiy 
and the Church, were trained yy 
and diſciplin'd : And: what the v 
minaries beyond Seas,:are to tit 
propagation of Popery , thele at 
the ſame to the keeping up of al 
Factions among us. So that allat 
tempts for the recovery of tit 
. Churches Peace, and Unity, bf 
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preſſing Conventicles (in which 
many ſerious, though abufed 
Is, who would the rather be 
ed ( fo faras can poſſibly con- 
with the Churches ſafety) be- 
fe they received their fir{t-pre- 
ice by them, whom we have 
much or too little reaſon to call 
ſelves) will be found unefte- 
1 for that end, folong as the 
ſeries of Fa@ion within the 
rch, are permitted to perpetn- 
a Succeſſion of fuch, who up- 
the leaſt check or diſcontent, 
e prepared Principles and Aﬀe- 
ns to. depart from us, and to 
ly their places. And this will 
y be believed, when it is conſ1- 
d, that the difference between 
e Miniſters practices jn Chur- 
, and thoſe of unlawful Meet- 
is ſo ſmal], that oft-times the 
ration may berather account- 

G c& 


, 
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ed a Change of Places, than Pro- of Di 


feſſions. 
But that theſe Clergy-men my 
be more regularly convinced of 
their fin and folly, and find Argy 
ments, both from Conſcience and 
Prudence, to change their deſtry. 
&ive praQtices of popular compl; 
ances, Into a Deſign of preſerving 
the Church of Exgland's gener 
ſafety, by a faithful conformity to 
its Inſtitutions ; I ſhall here offerts 
their conſiderations, (belides thok 
which I have already intimated n 
general) a particular Series of 
vils, certainly conſequent to ther 
Diſorders. 
1. From theſe mens Miſcarn 
ages, and the teaching their Peopl 
to adhere to them(where they are 
It comes to paſs that the Enemies 6 
the Church, have contrived an A 
gument, by crying up the numben 
01 
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Diſſenters (which by their 
ns are More numerous in Chur- 
5, than without) as great and 
nidablez to tempt, and terr1- 
the Civil Power, from prote- 
p the Church, under its pre- 
danger and oppreſtion.Where- 
as [ believe the allegation to be 
(eſpecially if a'letler number 
nen in power, andof learning, 
honour, may be allowed to 

penſate a greater, of the mean 
Ignorant ) fo, if this one Ex- 

ent were tryed, that all Cler- 
nen might be compelled to 
e God in publick, in one uni- 
1 ſubmiſhon to Law, without 
liberty to extrayagate from 

Rule ; and ſono more Beacons 

rein any neighbouring Chur- 
toalarm the Vulgar, to run up 
down to gratifie their natural 
of Oppolition and Novelty 5 
-» and 
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and a diligent care taken that mſpears b 
Fadtions without the Church,mightemper 
be headed by men of Orders, offfkies and 
Parts (though the common peopliſſeauſe th 
were leſs proſecuted with afflidtinWor them 
penalties) I am perſwaded in a fenſſipeople 

years, the numbers of DiſlentenMWheir Cc 
would be ſo far from being fomiſſuch, by 
dable, that they would not be cMructed 
ſiderable for any thing, but ourpiſWppoſitia 
ty and Charity. And I have ti} To wh 
ground to aſſure me of the poſiilormer a 
ſucceſſefulneſs of this Expedia effects: 
becauſe it is certain , that wherſere ele: 
the ftricteſt Conformity hath a loſQent of t 
time been conſtantly uſed,thereaſTte troub 
feweſt that do trouble themſclviefſand, ou! 
or their Governors about the D'Wappy \ 
fgn of Relaxation from it ; aWen to th 
that thereare none that hate conſe beſt K 
formity ſo much, as they who I when t 
in places where it is diſcountenaſcur-Vill: 


ced and nepledted. And thisayfſt Leur 
wn 8 
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ars by the diſloyal and undutiful 
nper of thoſe that dwell in Cj- 
; and greater Towns, where,be- 
ſe there was no proviſion in Law 
them, that would obey it ; the 
ple were reſolved to beſtow 
r Contributions on none, but 
, by whom they might be in- 
ted and indulged 1n an aſſured 

ofition to the Church. 
o which one cauſe, moſt of our 
er and preſent miſeries refer, 
fects; as when from thoſe places 
> elected Burgeſles of Parlia« 
of the ſame Principles,to cre- 
roubles above (whole heavy 
, our late Gracious Princes of 
y Memory felt ſufficiently, 
to the loſs of the life of one of 
aſt Kings that ever was : )and 
en the People of the Neigh- 
Villages flockt to their Mar- : 
eures, and were there train- 
G 3 | ed 
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ed up, in diſlike and enmity to the 
eſtabliſh'd Church , and prepared 
to contemn their own Shepherds x 
home 3; unleſs they became ſuch popular 
themſelves, which very oft. they brought 
did, when younger Divines (whohe Cre 
for want of Parts or Government, ally 
had little encouragement to cont: ound o 
nue in the Univerſities) made it:the ſteac 

iece of their Education, to goiſſkonld nc 
thither, to ſcribble Notes for ther Wyhich w 
own Pulpits, and to learn thWhe def 
Tones, Geſtures,and Phraſes, which MChurch 
might give their own People ca But t 


ledges d 
IN little 
L reater 


c. 


tentment at home.  MDigreſh 

| Whereas if our preſent Pari-Wxpedie 
ment (as it was the Deſign of mMWwhatſo 
ny_) had upon the Kings ReſtaurWcontrar) 
tion found out a way, to have {Won to | 
led a competent legal maintenance, Wrouble 
and men of the greateſt Integri)Micrve th 
and Learning ( whoſe abilities atMon of all 
commonly either lodg'd up ” = and mai 
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lges and Cathedrals, or obſcur'd 
little Villages) planted in thoſe 
ater places 3 and where they are 
pularly eleftive, if they had been 
zught under the Patronage of 
: Crown (whoſe ſafety 1s eſpe- 
Ily concern'd in it) and a way 
nd out, to embetter Trade, in 
ſtead of Faftious Lectures,there 
1d not have been a Stone laid, 
ich would have added more to 
| defence and ſecurity of the 
urch and Throne. 
Zut to recover my ſelf from this 
z7reſfion, I am confident that this 
zedient that I have mentioned, 
natloever ts pretended to the 
trary by them that have a de- 
| fo ruine us) will give far leſs 
ible to the Civil Power to pres 
e the Church, than a Tolerati- 
of all Religions (by the making 
| maintaining ſo many Rules to 

G 4. {1mit 
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limit it, and ſo many Proviſions to Wi 


prevent the dangers that will enfye 
upon it, half of which cannot he 
be foreſeen )will coſt to deſtroy it, 
Beſides the Diſhonour of diſcoun- 
tenancing that Party , which are 
the only afiured Friends to un- 
doubted Loyalty, all other Partig 
lying under a ſtain of being unfaith: 
ful to the Crown 3 of confounding 
the moſt abſolute pJatform of Pr: 
mitive Chriſtianity, which no other 
Perſwaſion makes any ſuch pre- 
tence to; and in defending. of 
which, we have ſo far prevaildin 
all rational Debates, that our ene 
mies ſtand aſhamed , and baflled 
on every fide : Of, making that 
Church which hath appear'd hj: 
therto _ the honour of the whok 
Reformation, to become vile and 
contemptible in the eye of thy 
porld, -by giving advantage for 


the 
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he encouragement and immixture- 
f as many falſe and ridiculous 
rofeſſions at one time among us, as 
| the Ages of the Church ever 
new in its ſucceſſive Periods : OF 
ontradicting the ſenſe of both the 
niverfities , and of the principal 
f the moſt Learned men of the 
ge, with a great Blow to Learn- 
1g it ſelf: Of openipg a door to 
ie increaſe of Atheiſm and Pro- 
haneneſs, which if they have thri- 
en ſo much under a looſer hand of 
diſcipline , what will they come 
), when all the .Bars of Eccleſia- 
ick Government are thrown 
own 2? Laſtly, (with many more 
vils which a better and more ex- 
crienc'd skill. might foreſee.) be- 
des the diſhonour of treading up- 
n the Bloud and Aſhes, and of 
lemiſhing the Fame and Actions of 
ar Late Gracious King and Mar- 
tyr, 


(8) 
tyr, who died to prevent thead. # 
miſſion of thoſe evils among us, 

The Sum 1s, It 1s no wonder, 
(while ſo many Churches continue 
in their Irregularities ) why the 
Arms of the Civil Power are wes. 
ried and diſcouraged, when all thei 
Endeavours for the eftabliſhing a 
univerſal uniformity by the method 
of diſperſing unlawful Aſſemblies, 
may be too juſtly interpreted to he 
but an'emptytng the ſtreams, while 
the Fountain is kept running ; and i 
cutting down the Branches, while iſ 
the Root is left entire, to props 
gate a new progeny of the ſame 
kind and ſpirit. So that when ſome 
Civil Magiſtrates have had their 
aid required, for the redrefling of i 
Mifdemeanors without the Church, 
it hath been reaſonably anſwered, 
and objeRed by them, let the Chur- 
ches own work of I 

| | and: 
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nd Order be done at home, and 
reareready to give our aſliſtance 
o endeavour it abroad. 

2. From theſe mens Diſorders it 
omes to paſs that it 1s no won- 
der that the Government and Dit- 
ipline of the Church is baftl'd and 
delpis'd , and men are tempted to 
eproach them as ineffectual, and 
onfequently uſeleſs; when it 1s 
onfidered, that beſides the known 
Difſenters, who: impudently op- 
poſe them without, the R. R. Bi- 
ſhops univerſal care of their Chur- 
hes (every Pariſh being their pro-- 
per Charge) is executed by fo ma- 
ny Curates, who are Traytors to- 
them and” their Authority within. : 
Who contrary to theirrruſt (given 
and taken with all poffible Rehgi- 
ous and reaſonable Obligations) of 
keeping up the Reverence and E- 
ſteem of their Perſons, Calling, 


and 
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and Diſcipline,” by condudting 
| Souls, in one legal uniform pe. 
formance of their Offices, in Cz. {nor 
nonical Obedience (which by Oath wh 
they ſtand obligd to ) and Fila IN 
ſubmiſſion to them 3 - they tempt ples 
and teach the people to- decline all ont 
reſpect and obedience to their Ay.ſthat 
thority, by ſetting up a new mode Wto | 
of Worſhip, by the Rubrick and Wicar 
Canon of their own Fancies, and ſWthe 
in oppoſition to their Orders and 
_ InjunCtions. 

Thus in ſtead of thoſe excellent 
enjoyned Prayers, and Regular 
Forms of Worſhip > which they 
either omit in whole or part, or 
render unacceptable by an irregu- 
lar uſage, they ſubſtitute ſuch an 
unſavory Offering of their own in- 
ventions , oft-times ſo full of Ri: 
diculous Clamors and Geſtures, 
and odd Familiarities, if pot of 

non- 
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KMnon-ſenſe and blaſphemies (againſt 
E which evils, neither the Church, 


nor themſelves, will be ſecured, 
while they are permitted to aſſume 
a liberty of uttering what they 
pleaſe, and of gaining a reputati- 
on by it, of praying by the Spirit) 
that the wiſer ſort of the Friends 
to the Church of England, are 
ſcandall'd and aſhamed, and forſake 
the Publick Aſſemblies, whither by 
Law they are ingaged togo3 and 
the ignorant and credulous Vulgar 
train'd up and diſciplir'd, in the 
Love and Adrmiration of an irregu- 
Jar Devotion, and in an irreconci- 
leable diſaffeCtion to the rational 
ſetled Service of the Church, and 
an inſuperable hatred to the Laws 
and Perſons that oblige and require 
If, 


And then, as to the executing 
the Churches tender care of inſtru- 
cting 
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Ring Youth in form and manner ſ!v® 
as they are ingaged by Lay an{8-10t 
Duty , they either wholly oni{P!2c< 
that ſweet and charitable Office, 
and convert 1t at the time appoint. 4c! 
ed, into a Diſcourſe, that neither he ( 
for matter or manner, doth {uit 
with either their needs or capaci 
ties 3 or inſtead of conducting then 
in the knowledge of the duties of hem 
Chriſtianity, by the Church-Cate 
chiſm (which doth ſo concernedly i 
defign it ) they have preſumptuouſ T; 
ly ſubſtituted a great company of hu 
other Forms, full of private Opi-i 
nions, and Heads of controverted {i 
Dofrines (as thoſe of abſoluteE- I ** 
lection, Juſttfication by Faith alone, 
and thelike) which have no infiu- 
ence upon, if not a contradiction 
to, the very reaſon of Chriltian 
Obedience z and thence Parents 
and Tutors,and the Children them- 


felyes 
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[ves are left to a ſtrange uncer- 
jinty » . when (upon change of 
laces) they are either committed 
> the conduct of men of other 
ancies, or to thoſe that follow 
he Churches Order in their Inſtt- 
utions- Now what kind of Youth 
uch irregular uſage of Children is 
ike to make, may be judged by 
hem, which they trained up in their » 
Twenty years Liberty, to uſe their 
wn Methods without controul. 
| Then as to the improving the 

hurches care of inſtructing men 
y the Office of Preaching, 1n the 
Duties of Juſtice, and Mercy , 
eeace and Innocence , Subjection 
o Authority, and ( which is the 
Sum of all) univerſal Obedience : 
he Peoples ears are accuſtomed to 
he noiſes of new invented Phraſes, 
nd impertinent Notions; with 
the Diſcourſes of Goſpel-Privi- 
ledges, 


(94) 
ledges, Chriſtian Liberties, and 
controverted Opinions (ſuch as of 
the Famous five Points, and thei; 
dependent Articles). And inſtead 
of Preaching upon the Renown-Wj 
ed Sermon upon the Mount (in 
imitation of our Saviour's own ex. 
ample) and preſſing the Rules 
Lite contained ih it , the PeopleW4 
hear the weight of their Salvation 
laid upon ſome occaſional exprefl: 
ons in the Epiſtles of the Apoſtle; 
( eſpecially thoſe to the Koman; 
and Galatians) or elſe they ſend 
- them to Patmes , to bulie then 
ſelves about opening ſome of the 
Seals of the Revelation. 

By which kind of Preaching, 
the People (as their Practices do 
too pregnantly declare) are kept 
in Ignorance (ſome think, greater 


thanin the darkeſt Age of Pope-Wnens 


ry and © Superſtition) of thokMuriſ 
Chriſtian | 


Chriſtian Duties, but eſpecially 
of their neceſſary obligation, "for 
the attaining Eternal Salvation: 
hich doth evidently appear, when 
it is obſerved, that no ſort of Peo-/ 
ple-of the Nation.,are ſo defeftivein 
moſt of them, nor ( as.to.the caſe in 
and) ſo croſs & intractable' fo all 
{uthorities, nor fo apt (on all 'octa- 
ions)! to rebellious deſigns apaibſt* 
hem*(which if a ſtri& obſeryation” 
rere made what places did molt ef" 
xeciallyafford the greater nuthbers 
fthem , that were lately ingaged' 
painſt the King and 'the Church,” 
rould _ be proved) than'thbſe 
hat have been under the conduct” 
f ſuch Miniſtries. + 
Hence' ingenuous perſons may 
onfider, what grand and confuſed 
difficulties (made fo through theſe 
ens' diforders ) the Ecclefiaſtick 


Jurifdiffion hath to deal with; 't6' 
—— H preſerve 
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preſerve the Church in any degree 
from a preſent ſinking, into a total 
ruine 3 and (as things ſtand) hoy 
impoſſible it 1s (were its power ex- 
_ ecuted to the greateſt perfeion) 

to attain its end of univerſal Peace 
and Order. 

But if all Miniſters of Congre 
gations were compelled to do Ned 
Duties exatly according to Lay, 
and not one permitted to perform 
any thing in the publick Worſhip 
of God, by his own choice or far 
cy, whereby one Church fhould 
be diſtinguiſh'd from another 3 and 
ſo none be preſum'd to come to 
Church, nor meddle with any Ot- 
fices or Buſineſs about it, but ſuch 
as come thither ( there - being no 
temptation from any thing elle) in 
a willing ſubmiſhon to conformity, 
which ('tis ſuppoſed ) none would 
& but ſuch, as would alſo be ”- 

uy 
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thy and civil to the. Government 
of the Church : And that all pro- 
feſſed Diſſenters were look'd upon 
4s excommunicate perſons ( all 
which are really ſo, either, by the 
Sentence of the Church, or by their 
own wilful Separation) and ſo no 
further to belong to the Churches 
Juriſdiction (while they reſolve ob- 
ſtinately to continue fo) than an 
Heathen, or an Alien: And that 
then the ſecular power would look 
upon them as only their proper 
Province, to regulate them by ſuch 
Laws as they are, or ſhall be im- 
powered withal, made on the moſt 
Charitative Deſign to reſtore them 
to the Church; its Diſcipline would 
do its own work with honour, and 
all that live under its excellent 
conduct, enjoy it with comfort and 
fafety to their Souls. 
| Whereas; while ſo many Chur- 

| 2 ches 
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| chesremain in their irregular, and 
mixt conformities , and for that 
cauſe as dangerous enemies, as any 
the Church of England is oppreſſed 
with, continue a kind of Commu- 
nion with it, in her publick places; 
* no wonder, when ſuch perſons are 
_ either made Officers, or any other- 
wiſe dealt witha], by the Churches 
Juriſdiction, that they appear, ei- 
ther, to affront 1t, or to renderit 
as trifling and ridiculous as they 
can : and when the Secular Power 
by due execution of Laws , ſhall 
bring any man to ſome publick 
Churches,it's a queſtion whether he 
be reſtored to the Church of Ere- 
land, or only removed from a lef- 
ſer Conventicle to a greater ; and 
ſo the Law be made uſe of, rather 
to confirm the Diſlenters in their 
oppolition, than to reſtore them to 
the peace and order of the Church. 


3- by 
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2. By theſe mens humouring the 
poor people with their DireCtorian 
Conformity , it is, that the True 
Sons of the Church, who in Con- 
ſcience of their duty to God, hall 
entirely conform themſelves to the 
Laws eſtabliſhed, are made the 
ſcorn and hate of the people : who 
are taught to reproach them (for 
want of an accuſation that hath 
truth or ſenſe in it) by the names 
of Popiſh & Superſtitious : where- 
as their own Teachers might with 
leſs Injuſtice, and upon a nearer a- 
greement than we have with either 
the Pope, or the Worſhip of Dz- 
mons (as I can ſhew them if they 
defire it ) be called Jews or Txrks, 
did not a good Cauſe ſolemnly ab- 
hor ſuch Unchriſtian Defences , 
though a bad one (and it is a con- 
vincing {ignit 1s ſo) hath no other 
to protect 1t, | 


N93 And 
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| ches remain in their irregular, and 
mixt conformities ; and for that 
cauſe as dangerous enemies, as any 
the Church of England is oppreſſed 
with, continue a kind of Commu- 
nion with it, in her publick places; 
no wonder, when ſuch perſons are 
either made Officers, or any other- 
wiſe dealt witha], by the Churches 
Juriſdiction, that they appear, ei- 
ther, to affront 1t, or to renderit 
as trifling and ridiculous as they 
can : and when the Secular Power 
by due execution of Laws , ſhall 
bring any man to ſome publick 
Churches,it's a queſtion whether he 
be reſtored to the Church of Eng- 
land, or only removed from a le: 
ſer Conventicle to a greater ; and 
ſo the Law be made uſe of, rather 
to confirm the Diſlenters in their 
oppolition, than to reſtore them to 
the peace and order of the Church. 
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2. By theſe mens humouring the 
poor people with their DireCtorian 
Conformity, it is, that the True 
Sons of the Church, who in Con- 
ſcience of their duty to God, fhall 
entirely conform themſelves to the 
Laws eſtabliſhed, are made the 
ſcorn and hate of the people : who 
are taught to reproach them (for 
want of an accuſation that hath 
truth or ſenſe in it) by the names 
of Popiſh & Superſtitious : where- 
as their own Teachers might with 
leſs Injuſtice, and upon a nearer a- 
Zreement than we have with either 
the Pope, or the Worſhip of Dz- 
mons (as I can ſhew them if they 
defire it ) be called Jews or Terks, 
did not a good Cauſe ſolemnly ab- 
hor ſuch Unchriſtian Defences , 
though a bad one (and it is a con- 
vincivg fignit is ſo) hath no other 
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 'And then upon the temptation 
of thoſe: reproachful - Names that 
Genifie and prove no determinate 
thing: (had they faid Conformity 
had been againſt any Law of Chriſt 
and ſhewn us a Precept general, or 
particular to prove it ſo, they had 
done like men and Chriſtians) the 
people'tthink themſelves acquitted 
towards God, if they perſecute 
their conformable Paſtors, with all 
1maginable acts of Cruelty , to 
make their hives bitter and vexati- 
ous tothem : To which evils they 
add this alſo( with him in thePſalm, 
imagining God to be ſuch an oneas 
themſelves) that if any fad Acci- 
dent (in common contingencies ) 
ſhall befall them, it ſhall be record- 
ed as a Prodigy from heaven to ar- 
gue Gods dilowning them And 
whatfoever Faults (be they true or 
talſe) their watchful eye of envy 

| | "ml 
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can find in their lives, they ſhall 
(with all poſtible diſadvantage to 
their Reputation ) be rumour'd a- 
broad as Scandals to their Profe(- 
fion, and as Arguments againſt the 
Church. Not confidering that the 
Juggling of their own admir'd 
Guides with Chriſtian Obedience 
in ſome things, and their groſs Dit- 
obedience to Authority 1n others, 
(to the univerſal wrong both of 
their Civil and Ecclefiaſtick Supe- 
riors) are fins ſo much more ſcan- 
dalous againſt the Goſpel, than any 
their Malice pretends to Jay to the 
Conformiſts Charge (if the miſcar- 
riage of ſome were allowed to be a 
juſt Accuſation of all) as the Hy- 
pocrifie of a Phariſee is worſe than 
the open Offences of a Publican 
and as a fin that paſſeth under a pre- 
tence of Godlineſs, 1s much more 
dangerous, than thoſe ſins, whoſe 
H 4 ſhame 


>. 
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ſhame 1s written on the -Offenders 
Foreheads : : and for which there is 
no approbation or allowance from 
thoſe of. their own perſwaſion, and 
(fo oft as their Spiritual Governors 
_ can have it ſignihed to them) for 
\. Which, ſome have been obliged to 
| ſubmit to the Penances of publick 
\Recantarions 3 as hath been done 
_ In this particular Diocelſs. 

But a wiſe man may eaſily diſco- 
ver (though the People. cannot) 
the difference between the Solid 
Piety, and Innocency of a true Son 
of the Church (by which as he. 
hath no deſign, > to which he 
hath no temptation, but to pleaſe 
and honour God, and is not much 
concern'd if any but his All- -ſeeing 
Eye ſhall know it) and the Sheeps- 
cloathing of Wolves, the Angeli- 
cal Light which the Devil puts on, 
when he turns Fanatick, and the 
' Form 


; 
| 
| 
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om of Godlineſs of a Deceiver, 
tat is ſo much outward Sandtimo- 
and framed Picty, as will (by 
ſubtle obſervation of the Peoples 
umour )gain an acceptance and re- 
utation from them of being God- 
7, without any regard to the com- 
on Peace of the Church. And if 
oy of them ſhall chance to fall in- 
1any apparent acts of ſin, which 
ey diſlike, and of which they fo 
tterly - accuſe others, and the 
harch for them, fo long as they 
mply with them in their diſobe- 
ent humour to” the Church, all 
e condemnation they ſhall have, 


Wil amount to no more, than, Jr 


pity for the man, and God in his 
e tixze will ſhew him his Errour, 
d call him home 5 but he ſhall 
it loſe the opinion of an honeſt 
n. But woto the poor Confor- 
t, if he falls into the ſame. 

ts | 4. From 
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4. From the example of the 
mens Diſorders 1t comes to paſs,thalf 
the ignorant and eafie Diſlenter 
are encreaſed, confirmed , a 
hardned in their Separations, be 
yond all poſfible recal.z when the 
underſtand, that what they depa 
from in the whole,1s but that whic 
thoſe men (who by miſtake enoug 
and by incompetent Judges are ac 
counted the only Godly Miniſters 
do in their Churches reject in po 
tions. And when, as to thatlitt! 
they obſerve, the matter 1s ſoo! 
dered, that they may be believe 
todo it, but in their own defenc 
unwillingly, and by conſtraint, an 
as "eltiloal to continue the doing MW 
no longer, than they can get then 
ſelves ſet free from the burden « 
Authority. - 
But this miſchief ends not here 
& that which makes it much worleY's 
; 
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s, that ſuch perſons, who are yet 
nconcern'd as to any Religion,and 


Krc tempted through Idleneſs, or 


buſineſs, or ſome little Offence to 


Mic perſon of their Prieſts, to ſtay 


it zome 3 do anſwer all inward 
hecks of Conſcience, and all out- 
rard Perſwaſions againſt their neg- 
Wt of ſerving God according to 
the order of the Church, by al- 


2 kdging to- themſelves, that they 


abſent themſelves from nothing but 
that, which thoſe that are account- 
d Godly, do make it their Religi- 
'n to ſcorn,and forſake, and would 


Wezbt to deſtroy z and thoſe that 


eit, ſeem to be oppreſt by it, and 
leck to avoid It as much as they 
can. 

by which it comes to paſs, that 
Treat numbers of Men (1 dare not 
ey bow great I think them ) and of 


of outh eſpecially of unhappy they 


j 
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that gave the occaſion! ) by conf} 


nued abſence from the Bleſſing: all 
Ordinances of the Church, aff 


the means of Grace and Knowledg 
are grown Atheiſtical and Barh: 
rous, Vile and Vitious, Bold an 
Hardened in their oppoſition to; 7 


. Virtue and Goodneſs. 


Hence it is ( what with the on 
and the other ) that ſome plac, 
look like (if they. really be not) a 
univerſal defeftion from Chriſtianiſſ 
ty: And, ſome Prieſts who faith 
fully perform thetr duty, could nof 
without great ſhame and opprellio 
of Spirit, be ſerving God 1n the 
Publick Place, with ſo few about 
them( perhaps! two or three in ſom 
populous places ) but that they 
comfort themſelves, that their lit 


tle Handful , compared with the 
Flocks that attend Faction, look {o 


like the different Numbers in the 
Narrow 


| (107) 
arrow and Broad way, mention'd 
ithe Goſpe], and the unequal pre- 
xtion of the good and evil in the 
orld 3 and by conſidering , that 
altitudes (when Differences are 


pon the Stage) ſeldom (and that 


y accident ) entertain the right 
de, but do uſually ſuffer them- 
Jves to be conducted by ſuch Im- 


oſtors, who becauſe they cannot 


tisfe their Pride and Ambition in 


'ſWcing conſiderable in real worth 


d weight,will endeavour to make 
temſelves ſo,1n Throngs and Num- 
KS, j : 

5. From theſe mens diforderly 


Scrformance of Gods Service in the 


hurch, and the Confuſions which 
icy bring upon the Government 


| ji it, the Rozraniits (whole Ends 


re chiefly ſerved by it) have their 
ands daily ſtrengthened, and 
opes advanced , for the accom» 

pliſhing 
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pliſhing their Deſigns. And Ia 
aſſured ( of which ſufficient Re# 
ſons and Inſtances may be given 
that nothing ' can ſo fully defe: 
their Endeavours for the introd: 
Gion of their Spiritual Empire: 
monglt us, as an entire pradis 
Uniformity in all our Churches,anfſ 
a full adherence to, and a faith 
preſervation of, the eſtabliſh'd Ec 
cleftaſtick Government ; as thi 
main Bulwarks, which they endee# 
vour to overthrow, and which wif 
muſt chiefly truſt to (under God 
for the Churches univerſal Safaſþ 
ty. 
” Bad the truth of rhis 1s ſo infeteif 
ed with Riddles, and made ſo lik 
the doubtfulAnſwer of an Oracle tW* 
the People, that they are perfect 


cheated into the Belief of a Seni 


as contrary to it as it it's poſſible 


and fo are delivered into an Opin! 
| 0 
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En of purſuing the Churches ſafety 
| 7 inſt Popery, by that Method, 


zhich is the only probable means 
We delivering up the Church unto 


J The Romaniſts know, that they 
2nnever bring this Nation back to 
Wicir Religion, but firſt the eſta- 
liſht Church muſt be overthrown ; 
xd they know alſo (no other dan- 
er yet appearing ) It muſt be done, 


de) improving the Diſſenters Ma- 


ice, and the Peoples Folly, to 
mfound the Peace and Order of 
M$, by the ruine of Epiſcopacy and 
tturgy : which that they may do 
nth the greater Zeal, the Cheat 
, they muſt be made believe, that 
le (that they dois to pull down An- 
«aFchriſt, and keep out Popery ; and 

hate the Conformilſt, as deſigning 
uphold both : whereas there 1s 
man, but he, that prevents the 
ſetting 


| _ (x10) 
ſetting up of both among us 
Thus the. beſt Prince, Prelats 
and Stateſman then in the world 
loſt their Lives, by being firſt ren 
dred the Peoples hate, as deſign 
ing to bring in Popery 3 when wil 
men knew, that there were no 
three perſons under the Sun, whion 
the Romanis7s would rather have 
Temoved out of the way, as the 
grand hinderers of their Deſign 
The people are tanght not to con 
form to the Liturgy, becauſe it i 
Popiſh ; whereas the Papilts hat 
it, becauſe it is not ſo; and whe 
ſome of them have been diſpentec 
to hear our Sermons, they are al 
ways prohibited to hear the Ser 
_ vice, : "Ps 
And whereas the Factions are at 
work to make the People ruine E 


piſcopacy, as Popiſh ; there 1s no* 
thing the Rowmnifts deſire to feeÞ' 
OT rather, 
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Y anther, than it's confuſion ; as 
knowing that-it was that Order of 
1700 ner; that did at firſt throw, and 
bbw: keeps out their Uſarpartions; 
"MI Andit is known, thatthe ſtrifteſt 
"MW Adberers to the Pope, are but: 
WK back-friends to the: Order of: Br- 
ſhops. in the Countries of their owt 
W perfivaſion 3 and that  the'Orter' 
YM of-Jefuites was firſt rais'd up, and 
rjy continued, inf its greatneſs;\ on 
&figo, 'to retrench the poiweri:of 
bihops; as an Order that vanioly. 
Y davger. the Popes Ulurpations, 
ad--yct themſelves ſtand upont's 
irm:bottom of primitive Catholo- 
almes; +. - I « {h62! ST 8 | 
.\Butfully.to cenfute the Peoples 
rand, Miſtake, who have beef ſo 
Blly.and ;difingenuoufly tempted; 
« FY0d ioftructed,; to ſuſped the ſtri&t 
i0-Conformiſts;: as inclitable to Pope- 
ſceÞ'y ( the ſpiteful Artifice of the Fa- 
77 _ F ione 
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&ions to render them odious \ } 
wiſh them to confider,againft whom 


hath the Romanzisits bent their Fors 


cesin all: their. Debates, and: with 
what ; bitterneſs: they have ſome- 
tiwes managed them (to 'inftance 
in Mr.. Serjaxt's Schiſm-Dilarm'd, 
he ainſt Dr. Hammond) not apajnlt 
=_ FaRtions, one or:other, 'but/al- 
againſt the eſtabliſh'd Church 
af. England ? And:who hath main- 
tained/[the Diſputes. againſt.them, 
but the ftriteſt-Adherers ta it, and 
thoſe; generally "of. the Epiſcopal 
Order? it ſelf? And if this: cannot 
lufficiently mamfeſt the falſeneſs 0 
the Accuſation, and how far the 
Fairhfiil Sons of our Church are 
from, being Favourers of Popery 
What can be;faid-or done __— 
convince them 2! +: 
Then let them adn on the 


other ide, what/kindneſs the Ks 
mnaniſis 


(19g) 
manifhs haveſhewhts the F aftious,” 
(not' | {that I thitik: they love them' 
more than vs, or wonld not deſtroy 
cher alſo, 'Wher 'they Had*done 
their work of ' eohfounding! us) of 
which none cah'be"igaorant,” that 
will enquire after ſo many Stbries 
that'ptegnantly prove it, 'ahd' that: 
ie Printet, and tot Confitettt OF. 
which' there'i 1s —_— aby Clergy 
man,” but can ny fomerb 6 from- - 
the Circle of 'His 6wn Obſervation: 
Let the ' world- oe judge, 
whether they that have £6 nnwor- 
thily” prejudgat''the People with 
2'ſuſpition! ofius, *have' r6t' given 
occaſion to be *sceuſed 5s” really 

guilty of theifanie themſelves; / 

"The Sutnts,  So-far as apartiat- 
Giborraift, doth by his unworthy 
tape of his Offices, cheriſh m'the 
People! x 'dMlike and diſzffefion, 


to. the Service, 'Orders, and Go- 
I 2 vern- 
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vernment of theChurch, whereby 
they are prepared to oppoſe” them, 


(if not'to deſtroy them) on all: oc-. 


caſions z -ſo far 'he muſt be ' ſuppo- 
ſed tobe doing) the Papiſts work, 
tobe digging down theWall, pluck- 
ing up the Hedge, which fence and 
ſecure. the Church - againſt them; 
and laying all: open, to 'give them 
opportunity. to re-enter and poſſeſs 
the holy Vineyard. of ,God amongſt 
us. . And I think of this they have 
been fufficiently ,foxewarned , by 
the late Incomparable; Prelate. and 
Martyr, when in higdying Sermon, 
he... foretold - what; a- Harveſt the 
Pope , would make -of our Conty- 
ſions ;,, though ' for;; his, good ,will, 
and . .dying-tender -care of the 
Church, the Head 'of a Faction, 
( who; afterward loſt his own ).was 
ſo.impudent, as in, ajTriumph, to 
dip his Handkerehief in his Blood, 


10 
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qe .. on 


(115) 
in requital for his Kindneſs, 


6; And Laſtly ; By theſe mens 
unduriful practices it comes to pals, 
that the Parochial Officers, who 
ſhould inform Authority of the 
Miſcarriages of Congregations, are 
for their ſakes, tempted to break 
their ſolemn . Oaths to God, given 
and taken, for the good end of the 
Churches Order and Unity, and 
of the purity of Life in the Mem- 
bers of it, which are wholly de- 
teated by it. 

Of which Oaths ſo broken, thoſe 
Miniſters cannot but be highly guil- 
ty,as being in no _— to re- | 
prove them, and necetſlarily oblig'd 
toindulge them, in their abomina- 


ble fin of Perjury : And all to 


ave themſelves from being juſtly 
queſtioned, for their own. Diſore 


ders and Diſobedience. 
FED cabs I 2 Ard 
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Art-the event s,that maſt Chur- 
ches will be (without all viſible re- 


medy) kept: unreformed ftoni the 


ſt Abuſes's- andthe iNation 
general” will 'be! raught: by fach | 
YemalRable: Preſents of Plijury, 
Alnoffintevery Neighbourhood), to 
eaten alt other Obligations by 
the: felemn Religion” of anOath'; 
that the King 'can{protnife” to hims 
felF little aflurance of Fealty, from 
them that have {worn itz and. no 
mah ſecure of his Life or Fortune, 
when both are committed ro the 
tryaF of the Law, when: only the 
tye of an Oath can aflure any man 
to have right done him . And there 
ate ' already Complatats made of 
otofs Miſcarriages, 'where Favour 
of' Intereſt have tempted men to 
deal 'uafaithfilly, and to betray 
the Truth, to the preſervation of 
which,they ſtood engaged —_ 
_ An 


© \s 
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-"And if men ſtill proceed:tobe fo 
Atheiſtica), and hardy, as tomake 
no Conſcience of an Oath , and 
conſequently not of the lefler tyes 
of Honour, and common Honeſty ; 
the whole world will in a ſhort time 


| be ſenlible, that we are a falſe, per- 


fidious, and perjurious People, a- 
bominable to God and Man. 

All theſe evils (till they ſhall en- 
deavour to convince me to the 
contrary, Which if they do, I ſhall 
either give them a ſober Reply in 
my own Defence, or a juſt acknow- 
ledgment of my Miſtake) 1 con- 
clude to be done or occaſioned by 
them. And do yet believe, that 
without Repentance towards God, 
and a fincere endeavour” to make 
latisfaction to the Church, for the 
wrongs they have done, they mult 
anſwer deeply for them, at the Bar 
of Divine Juſtice, and be reckon- 
6] I 4. ed 
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ed-amorig the - urighteous in .my 
Text. Lc: 30 


As for the People who are abu- 
ſed by them, in thetr Judgment 
and Afﬀections againſt the Church 
of England, ſo many of them as 
are jnvincibly prejudiced, that k, 
ſuch as having derived their Erroux 
from the force of an unhappy Edu- 
cation, and ſince been keptup in 
their prejudice, by the ſtrong 
Temptation of their Teachers 
ſeeming Godlineſs ( in which 
it is no hard matter to de- 
ceive a weak, though innocent, 
mind) and have not natural capa- 
cities to diſcover their Miſtake, by 
the help of an ordinary and gene- 
ral Means of Conviction 3 My Cha- 
rity tells me, that ſuch may be dear 
and beloved Servants of God, and 
ſuch as may attain the end of the 
OO Wt” Quip 
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ofpel in pure and innocent Hyes, 
hat is, that would not: for any 
arthly advantage, wilfully and 
eliberately.perliſt in any evil way, 
except ; inthe Inſtance of their 
which I:ſyppoſe) invinctble Mi- 
hke) whereby God ſhould be of- 
ended, or.diſhonoured by them. - 
And I wiſh that-the beſt care 
ight be taken in every-patt of the 
ation, to diſtinguiſh them from 
hoſe , who obſervedly, out of a 
roſs humour, pride or envy, wick- 
ily maintain their oppoſttion a- 
ainſt the Church, and that then 
cre were a particular application 
ide to them, managed with the 
reateſt meekneſs, and prudence, 
) undeceive them; and that all 
burches did the fame thing with- 
t diſtinCtion, and no ſubtle heads 
Factions permitted any more to 
uſe them, and that Church-men 

1 Rm would 
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wauld/be exattly careful of giving 
them no offence, by the Irregulari. 
tiesof their Lives, lam perſwaded id 
a'fhort time, the preateſt part 0 
the Innocent Diflentersi might bg 


gained to the Churchy and be x 


Ornament to it, and: the obſtinate} 
would 'either hide : their Faces i 
ſhame and difcouragement, or ma 
nifeſt their Falſeneſs by the evif 
dence 'of ſome groſler univerſally 
acknowledged Miſcarriages, . 


-. But as to the perſons whom I ar 
how reproving, as it is not pollfy 


--Þte but they muſt !know the tenurſ 
bf their Oaths, Subfcriptions, an 


Engagements, and cannot but uþf 


| derftand' that a departure frofh: 


them, to a contrary practice, muſſ 
needs be a wilful tranſgrefſion Gn: 
their duty to God: & man,o I knoſiu 
not yet what Argument to a” 
PEE 0” 
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elf, 'upon -which 1 may,gromd 
haritable - interpretatiew” of-their 
regularities, and Compliancesy- 


t be 


e a 


nate} 
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: Thurhave I (laying aſide all ap- 


Srehenfion.of: Fear or Favour frorti 
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y man, or parties of men' whatſo> 
ver ) dealt plainly and faithfully 
n this great Concern of the Chat 
f Ezgland, by layingi the occalial- 
f the preſent evils of it; on'thens - 
bat praiſed, and do/yet continu@ 
p practiſe their Partial'Conforthity 
nd'Compliance with the Factious 
umourof the Age itt the Publick 

177 Churches 
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Churches. '' If I have 'touch'd , 
tender Sore, it is becauſe I inf” 
tended to cleanſe and: heal it" 
not to inflame or torment i}* 
If any man becomes my enemz 
for telling the Truth, it is non 
of my Fault, and fo ſhall ,b 
none of my Diſcomfort. But i 
the Repreſentation (which [ haye 
made) of the Sin and DangerFr 
{hall prevail with any one (iff 
but one). who hath hitherto halt 

ed in his Duty , to entertain : 

Reſolution in future to keep : 

good Conſcience, conſult the 

Right of his Superiors, and the 
Safety of the Church , by keep 
ing himſelf ſtri& to his Obedi 
ence , I ſhall have a fufficient 


Compenſation for whatſoever | 
ſhall ſuffer - from that” angry Ge: 


peration of men I haye to deal 
with, 


(123 
d yith, and an- —_ Reward for 
hatſoever is here done - BY 
» who among the Servants of 
it eſus, 1s 


eaayiforipOr, 


pt, 13. 1669. 


